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HE following Scheme was drawn up about a 
Lear ago, and was laid before the Right Ho- 
nourable the Commiſſioners of rhe Board of Trade, 
where it met with a favourable Acceptance. It was 
deſign'd, to have been aftewards humbly preſented 
ro the Right Honourable the Two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, in their laſt Seſſion; but that Deſign was pre- 
vented. Several Copies 'of It have been handed 
abour, in Writing , but this is the firſt Appearance 
it has made in Print: And in this there are ſeveral 
Things added from my own looſe Papers, which 
were not in the written Copies. 


Various are the Methods, which have been tried, 
to prevent our attempting any Change, in con- 
ducting our Woollen Trade And we have ſeen 
the Policy of a neighbouring Nation thoroughly 
yers'd in Artifice, exerting itſelf, to caſt a Miſt be- 
fore our Eyes; that we might not diſcover our own 
Intereſt, while ſhe ſhou'd reap the Fruits of her wily 
Policy, and aggrandize herſelf by our Indolence. 
Thus has ſhe eaten us out of ſeveral valuable 
Branches of Trade, while we tamely look on, and 
ſuffer ourſelves to be amus 'd with inſidious Repre- 
ſentations; 


Hither tend many Pemoh'ets, which have been 
wrote upon this Occaficn ; fc: eral of them have 


A 2 perplex'd 


perplex'd the Affair, and left it more intricate 
than they found it, 


With the ſame View, I ſuſpe& abundance of No- 
tions to have been artfully propagated in cc mmon 
Diſcourſe, and mduſtriouſly vented in Places of 
publick Reſort. 


Some repreſent the clandeſtine Exportation of 
bur Wool as an incurable Evil: Others again ſay, 
that it may be eaſily prevented ; and are ready to 
approve of Methods, which wou'd be, at the beft, 
precarious, if not quite ineffeCtual., 


Some tell us, it is all a Miſtake ; there is little 
of our Wool carried abroad: Others magnity the 
Exportation of it, and affirm, that the French have 
now by them enough of Eugliſ and Iriſh Wool, 
to ſupply them many Years. I fear, there is ſome 
Truth in this: And, if it is true; it ſhews us, what 
« Value they ſet upon our Wool; and how nearly 
it concerns us, to prevent their having it hereatter. 


Some tell us, that we quite miſtake the Staple 
of our Wool; your own fine Cloths, ſay they, are 
all Spaniſh Wool ; — and avouch it, that, except 
the Liſts, there is not an Ounce of Exgliſþ Wool 
in them. Now, as I take it, (but I own, I am no 
Manufactuer; and it I am in the Wrong, am wil- 
ling to be ſet right,) the Spanifſþ Wool is of a much 
we: ker Staple than ours: And, though it is excellent 
for the Weof, and therefore deſerves, that we ſhould 
give all proper Encouragement to the importing of 
it; yet, if the Warp tco was all Spaniſh Wool, the 
Cloth would want that Strength and Firnineſs, 


which is the peculiar Recommer.dation of the Enghft 
ne Cloths. 2 — — 
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And, if it were true, that Fpauiſb Wool alone 
wou'd make the beſt ot ſuperfine Cloths ; I make no 
Doubt, but France wou'd, long ſince, have ſe- 
cur*d to herſelf All, or the much greater Part of it; 
and wou'd have convinc'd us, that it was in Fact 
true, which ſome do now affirm; that it is Partia- 
lity only, which makes us have ſo high an Opinion 
of our own Wool; — it is in no wiſe neceſſary 
to the French ; —— they can do as well without 
it. I heartily wiſh, the Experiment may be try*c 
for many Years to come ; and, I make no queſtion, 
but England will have abundant Reaſon, to rejoicę 
in the happy Effects of it. 


Some wou'd perſwade us, that our Trade is in 2 
all our Complaints are 
groundleſs, or the Reſult of mere Diſcontent. —— 
t is only your Luxury, fay they, that makes you 
poor, reſtrain that, and all will be well. 


And ſome go ſo far, as to tell us, It would be 


the Ruin of the Nation to ſtop the Exportation of 


Wool, —— were it not for that Channel being open, 
it wou'd fink to Halt the Price it is now at. 


Whatever Weight ſuch Aſſertions may have had 
with the unknowing or unwary ; I think, the Falla- 
cy ot them needs not to be laid open to ſuch, who 
have taken any Pains to conſider this Affair, as it 
deſerves. 


That our Wool has been clandeſtinly exported, - 
and that we have ſuffer'd by it in our Trade, I be- 
lieve, will hardly be denied, by any true Briton. 
fan via every one who is ſuch, muſt have it near- 
at Hcart, to contribute, what he can, to the put- 
ting an effectual Stop to this Evil. 


A 3 


The 


vi The PREFACE. 


The Way to do it, is, /, To ſtrip himſelf of all 
Prejudices, whether they have ariſen from Self-Inte- 
reſt, or from any Notions unwarily entertain'd. 
24ly, To conſider cooly, whatever is propos'd as 
conducive to that End. 3dly, To weigh impartially 
the Inconveniencies, which, he apprehends, wi:l 
attend the Execution of any Scheme, againſt the 
Damages ſuſtain'd by the Evil, which ſuch Scheme 
is intended to prevent. 4thly, To conſider it in the 
moſt extenſive View, as regarding the Nation in 
general; and not contin'd to the particular Advan- 
tage of this or that Part of it; and reſpecting the 
Intereſts of Perſons of all Denominations, of the 
Landholders, and Tenants; the Merchant and 
Clothier ; as well as the Complaints of the labo- 
rious Poor, of the Weaver, who, for want of Em- 
. ploy, has either run into the Army, or been a 

Charge upon his Pariſh ; or has been forc'd to ſeck 
his Bread abroad, where his Hands have been em- 
ploy*d to diſtreſs the Trade of his Native Coun- 
try, and increaſe that of its Politick Neighbour. 
sthly, To examin deliberately, whether ſome Uſe 
may not be made of what is offer'd ; and, though 
it does not quite pleaſe him, whether it may not be 
fo amended and madell'd, as to anſwer the End in- 
tended by it. 


It is with this Temper of Mind, that every true 
Lover of his Country will, of courſe, examine, what- 
ever 1s offer'd for promoting the Good of it; with 
a ſteady View to which the following Scheme was 
drawn up; and, I have great Hopes, that, if it is 
ever tried, it will be found of great Uſe toward at- 
taining the End to be ſerv'd by it, and will not be 
attended by any ill Conſequences. 


For any one that careſully peruſes it, will find 
that not any Influence is created by it. So far from 
ie 
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it, that great Care was taken, not to lodge much 


Power in any Hands whatever, without ſuch a 


Check, as might prevent its being us'd to ill Pur- 
poſes. . The whole Dritt of it is, not to give Power, 
farther than ſeem'd neceſlary, for putting a Stop to, 
and detecting Fraud. 


There is not one New Officer propos'd by it, ex- 
cept ſuch as ſhall be appointed in the Regiſtry- 
Office in Londen + And, as the Conſtables Books, 
and the Nuplicates of the Traders Books will re- 
main in their own Hands; and the original Ac- 
counts, after being tranſcrib'd in the Office, are to 
be return'd with the printed Copies to the ſeveral 
Clerks of the Peace, there to remain ; there can be 


no falſifying Accounts without apparent Danger of 
+ Diſcovery. 


With the fame View, the Salaries in the Regiſtry 
Office are ſet low ; that the Perſons employ'd in 
them may be Men of Buſineſs and Application; 
and many honeſt Tradeſmen, who have been reduc'd 
thro' Loſſes and Misfortunes, may eaſily be found, 
who wou'd be glad to accept them. 


For the ſame Purpoſe, the Regiſter and his De- 
pury are propos'd, to be nominated by the Right 

onourable the Houſe of Commons ; the moſt pro- 
per Hands, in my apprehenſion, for ſuch Power to 
be lodg*d in, with whom our Liberties and Proper- 
ties are ſo much intruſted. | 


Though, after all, I can hardly call it a Power, 
that is lodg'd in any Hands by the following Scheme. 
It is more properly a Truſt, and a Truſt of ſuch a 
45 5h as it will be difficult to wreſt to any ill 

nds, 


A4 Beſides, 


Beſides, it is propos d, if a Law ſhould be made 
perſuant to this Scheme, that it may be only for 
' three Years at firſt, And in that time we ſhall pro- 
bably perceive, whatever Inconveniencies may at- 
tend it; and whatever Deſects there are, which want 
to be ſupplied ; and, by help of the Regulations 
here propos d, we ſhall get ſuch an Inſight into the 
Affair; as will enable us, to make ſafe and effectual 
Laws for the future. For, if fuch a Scheme be du- 
ly executed, jt will be an eaſy Matter, in three 
ears time, to adjuſt the Waſt, in working up all 
ſorts of our Wool, ſo nearly; that there will be 
ſcarce a Poſſibility, of running any ſuch Quantity, 
as can either conſiderably prejudice ourſclves, or ad- 
_—_ Foreigners; without its being clearly de- 
tected, ' who the particular Perſons are, who have 
been concern'd in ſuch clandeſtin Practices. And 
this, I hope, may, in great Meaſure, be done even 
in leſs time, by comparing the Accounts of Traders 
reſiding in different Parts of the Kingdom. But 
indeed, in the Method propos'd, one Man will be 
ſuch a Check upon another, that it will be extreme- 
ly difficult to falſiſy Accounts without Diſcovery. 
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If any conceive, that the Multiplicity of Hands 
requir'd by this Scheme, and the Variety of Perſons 
concern'd in it, will make the regular Execution of 
it difficult. I beg, it may be conſider'd, whether it 
is not as litile complicated, as the Nature of the 
Thing will bear. | ; | 


Our Sheep are depaſtur'd in all Parts of the Na- 
tion: Our Manufacturies are carried on in Places 
far diſtant from each other; and the Variety of 
| Goods, into which our Wool is manufactur'd, is fo 
great, that it is even difficult to enumerate them, 
| which of Courſe muſt- occaſion a great Diverſity of 
þ Employments, The lawful and honeſt Method of 
x 4 conducting 


* 


— 


e PREFACE in 


conducting our Woolen Trade js ſuch, as is ſuited 
to the Genius of a free People, every Man being at 
Liberty to chuſe his Employ, and to ſettle, where 
he can manage it moſt to his Advantage. 


Theſe are real Advantages, if no ill Uſe is made 
of them ; as they create a free Intercourſe between, 
and promote à general Circulation of Trade thro” 
the ſeveral Parts of the Nation. But, if the Means 
ſerving to theſe Noble Purpoſes be abus'd; then 
ſome Remedy adequate, and as I may fay, commen- 
ſurate to the Evil, muſt be made uſe of. We muſt 
firit therefore conſider the Extent of the Evil, and 
then provide a Remedy, which will reach All Parts, 
which, at preſent, are affected by it, and all Deno- 
minations of Perions concern'd in it. If we leave 
one Channel open, thither will the Current of the 
Evil ran ; and only the more rapidly, for our having 
dam'd up the others. | 


I wtite according to the beſt of my Judgement, 
and, I hope, the Publick will pardon all involuntary 
Miſtakes ; and the following Sheets had never ſeen 
the Light, if it had not been my ſincere Opinion, 
that Nothing, ſhort of an Univerſal Regiſtry, wou'd 
pat an effectual Stop to the carrying out our Wool. 

ndced, there ſeems to be a Neceſſity for it, if it 

were only to aſcertain the Quantity of Wool we 
grow: For, amidſt ſuch a Variety of vaſtly diſagree- 
ing Computations ; till that can be nearly fix'd, we 
{cem to be talking pretty much in the Dark. 


The Misfortune is, the very Word has fallen into 
Diſgrace ; and the plain Reaſon is, becauſe it has 
convey'd to Gentlemen the Idea of an excluſive Com- 
pany arm'd withſuch Powers, as they apprehended 
might prove dangerous. But, the Regiſtry here pro- 
pos'd, is contriv'd, as far as | was able, fo as that 


the 
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the whole may be conducted in a Method neither op- 


preſſive nor impracticable; but as eaſy to all Perſons, 
as was conſiſtent with Security to the Publick. 


In ordinary Villages, the Burden upon the Petty- 
Conſtable, and the Trouble to the Trader will be 
very inconſiderable. And, in Places of great Trade, 
Men vers'd in Buſineſs, and ready in the Diſpatch 
of it, generally bear that Office. The High- 
Conſtables attend the Quarter-Seſſions, and carry in 
the Bills from the Petty-Conſtables; which is an ea- 
ſy Way of conveying the Wool Accounts. The 
Clerk of the Peace has no more to do, than to pack 
them up along with the Accounts of the Traders in 
Wool ; which being all indors'd, they are ready to 
be ſorted alphabetically, when they come to the Re- 
giſter's Hands. 


The Penalties are ſet high with this View, that 
Thoſe who have been guilty of Practices fo highly 
ll injurious to the Publick, may be deterr'd from do- 
5. ing the like for the future, by the Dread of a ſevere 
Puniſhment; and that Others may be incourag'd, 
'þ to diſcover the Tranſgreſſors, by the Hopes of a con- 
ſiderable Reward ; and that to be come at with very 
little Trouble or Expence. 


It has been obſerv'd, that Oaths have been made 
ſo cheap, that they have prov*d very inſufficient to 
| bind the Swearer ; I therefore declin'd making 
uſe of fo precarious an Expedient. 


If it is thought, that the Task laid upon the Pet. 
ty-Conſtables, is above the Capacity of many ot 
I them. I deſire, it may be conſider'd, that if it ſhall 
4 ſo happen, that a Petty-Conſtable may not be quali- 
} fied for it, yet there is in every Pariſh at leaſt One 
'Þ Pen-man, who does the Pariſh Buſineſs ; and, it on 
4 s 
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be hard indeed, if he will not undertake it either 
tor Pay, or through a Publick Spirit. Beſides, in 
ſuch Places were Perſons are very illiterate, but 
little Buſineſs of this kind will lie upon their Hands. 
And, if ſuch Regulations, as are here propos'd, 
ſhou'd paſs into a Law: Certificates of all Sorts 
won'd be printed, and it wou'd be eaſy for any Per- 


ſon, that was barely able to write, to fill up the 
Blanks. 


By this Scheme it is prepos'd, that all the Wool 
Accounts ſhould be printed yearly, and lodg*d with 
the Clerk of the Peace, to be freely perus'd by any 
Perſon qualified as in Article 16, And this will be 
ſuch a Check upon a Man, when he knows, that 
there are Means for diſcovering all unfair Practices, 
which great Numbers of Perſons can readily come 


at; that he muſt be hardy indeed, who will run 
ſuch a Riſque of being detected. 


And this, I hope, will obviate an Objection, that 
this Scheme may probably create the juſtices a great 
deal of 'Trouble. Whereas, I am humbly of Opi- 
nion, that any clandeſtin Practices will hereby lye ſo 
open to Diſcovery ; that all Perſons will, in a little 


time, be entirely diſcourag'd from ſo much as at- 
tempting them. 


If the fair Trader ſhould obje&t to the Trouble, 


that will attend the taking and keeping, and the 


giving Certificates. I beg, that he will withal con- 
ſider the End, intended to be ſerv'd by it 
the preventing an Evil, which has been complain'd of, 
as having already well nigh ruin'd the Trade of the 
Nation ; and promoting a Good, in which the 
Publick, and every honeſt Man is highly intereſted. 
Beſides, many Methods, which ſeem troubleſome and 
intricate in Theory, when they are fully underſtood, 


and 
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and regularly reduc'd into Practice, become ea, Y 
and familiar ; as might be ſhew'd in our preſent con- 
ducting many Branches of Trade. 


If any object to the appointing publick Wool- 
— they are deſir*d hs online, that, beſides 
their being a Check upon the Grower, and the Pet- 
ty Conſtable ; the Winding the Wool, in the man- 
ner directed, will create a mutual Confidence be. 
tween Buyer and Seller; and, by not breaking the 
Fleeces, will ſave a great deal of Trouble in ſorting 
the Wool; by which Means it will be advanc'd more 
in Price, than the Charge of it will be to the Grow- 
er. And the confining the Wool-winders to their 
yg; ſeveral Diſtricts, will be the Means ot detecting any 
PFrauds, which they ſhall have commicted. 


As to Waſt, I have not attempted to calculate it; 
and, conſidering the great Variety, there is in the 
EFineneſs of the Staple of our Wool; the Difference 
there is, at preſeut, in its being more or leſs clear 
from Dirt, &c. the many Ways of manufacturing it, 
and the vaſt Varicty of Goods into which it is ma- 
nufactur d; it would be no caſy Matter, to make 
any Calculation, but what wou'd be ſubject to great 
Uncertainty. I have therefore taken a nearer, and, 
1 think, a fairer Way to aſcertain it for the preſent, 
| Ses Article 13, Page 19.) And if the Methods 

ere propos d be obſerv'd, we ſhall be able to ad- 
juſt it hereafter with greater Exactneſs. 


If it is ſaid, that ſuppoſing a Law was made pur- 
ſuant to this Scheme, there wou'd be great Danger 
| that the Directions therein wou'd not be complied 
with; and that we have Reaſon to fear this, from 
the Experience we have already had, of many bene- 
bj fictal Laws now in force, which yet are little put in. 

Practice. | | 


The 


The Matter of Fact, as to many wholeſome Laws 
being diſregarded, I readily allow. Bur I beg 
Leave to obſerve, that this Argument proves a great 
deal too much, and directly tends to ſhew, that the 
Legiſlature is very idly employ'd in making Laus 
however beneficial in Theory, becauſe they may fail 
to anſwer in Practice, tor want of being put in Exe- 
cution. 5 


But this is not all: For, 1f/, There are many 
good Laws enacted, which, tho* they concern the 
whole Community, yet are they little obſerv'd, be- 
cauſe no particular Perſons are appointed, ſpecially - 
to attend the Execution of them. 2d4ly, There are 
many, Which are never ſufficiently promulg'd, and fo 
fail, in the very firſt Inſtance, ot being executed. 
3dly, Many Laws there are, in which only few Ped- 
ple are intereſted, and therefore it cannot be expec- 
ted, that they ſhou'd meet with a general Regard. 
qthly, In many Laws it is not readily diſcoverable, 
by any but curious Obſervers, that they wou'd in 
Fact be ſo beneficial, as they are really intended ro 
be. 5thly, In ſeveral of our penal Laws the P 
is ſet fo low, that many Perfons think it worth while 
to run the Hazard of breaking them ; and it is hard- 
ly worth any One's while, to give himſelf the Trou- 
ble of informing againſt thern, Eſpecially, as 6tbly, 
Thoſe Penalties are not to be recover'd, but at great 
Expence in Meſtminſter-Hall; where all the Fineſs 
imaginable 1s often us'd to defeat the Informer. of 
his juſt Reward. And thy, If he diſcontinues Suit, 
or fails of making good his Information accordin 
ro Law, and agreeable to the critical and refin'd 
Conſtructions made of it, then he is ſaddled with 
treble Coſts. Now, I humbly apprehend, thar if 
the following Scheme be carefully attended to; it 
will be found calculated, to obviate all theſe Difficul- 
ties. ¶ For the two laſt Particulars, ſee Article 27.] 


There is another Thing, which, 1 here, I may be 
| indulg'd 
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and a partial one with regard to the Others. This is 


Way of it, it wou'd grow eaſy by Uſe; and be no 


deſerving Complaint, 


People, from all open and ſecret Enemies. 


indulg'd the Freedom to obſerve ; which is this, 
that there are critical Times for the making Laws 
and the right Timeing them very much promotes and 
facilitates the Execution of them. When an Evil 
riſes high, and is very ſenſibly felt; when the Com- 
plaints of it are grown general and popular; and 
the Hopes of a Remedy are excited and quicken'd ; 
then is the proper Time, to expect, that People will 
lay themſelves ont, to look. moſt carctully, after the 
Execution of the Means defign'd to prevent it. 


I am ſenſible, that many Things might be allow'd 
to the Inhabitants of the Inland Counties, which it 
wor'd not be ſafe, to allow to thoſe near the Sea Coaſts. 
But, tho* the High-Court of Parliament may make 
ſnch Indulgences; for a private Perſon to propoſe 
them, wou'd be look'd upon very aſſuming ; and 
withal , acting an odiqus Part, with regard to Theſe ; 


too delicate an Affair for me to be particular in; 
this I declare, in general, that I do molt heartily ſub- 
icribe to every Thing, that will contribute to the 
Intereſt and Eaſe of the fair Trader, conſiſtent with 
the Publick Good. But, if the Method here pro- 
os'd, ſhou'd be order'd to be every where obſerv'd; 
do not doubt, but, when once People had got the 


manner of Clog to Buſineſs, nor give any Trouble 


. Teonclude with my moſt ſincere and hearty Wiſhes 
and Prayers, that God will ſo influence the Hearts of 
the Members ot the preſent Parliament, that they 
may make eſſectual Provifion, for ſecuring to us our 
Trade; and the ſole manufacturing this valuable Ma- 
terial, which Heaven has bleſs'd our Country with 
the Production of, above any other in the known 
World; and that he will guard his Majeſty, and his 
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10. WW fee: the Terms, Wool not fully ma- 

nufactur d, occur, I defire to be under- 
ſtood, to exclude Wadding from being exported, or 
any Woollen Goods fo looſſy manufattur'd, as to be 
redutible again to Wool or Yarn, fo as to be work*d 
up again into other Goods, at leſs Expence than 

Shillings for every Pound Weight. 


 2d4ly, That whenever I have us'd the Term Place 
of Abede, 1 mean to include the Conſtablery, where- 
in the Perſon lives. 


3dly, IJ humbly ſubmit it, whether, in Caſe of the 
Sale of Sheep in Smithfield, the Saleſman's or Dro- 
ver's Account ; or a Copy thereof, withour Price, 
atteſted by the late Proprietor of Sheep and the 
Drover, may not be ſufficient. 


athly, If it is apprehended, that any Interruption 
of Trade will be occaſion*d, by an intire Prohibition 
to carry Wool. Coaſtwiſe ; that may be ſettled in 
the ſame Manner as the Carriage from Ireland to 
England. But certainly, it would be a Liberty, 
that a very ill Uſe might be made of; and therefore 
ſhou*d not be indulg'd, as I humbly conceive, with- 
Our apparent Neceſſity, and the utmoſt Caution do 
prevent the Abuſe of it. 5 


5thly, That, upon many Occaſions where I uſe 
the Word ſhall, I deſire to be underſtood, not to = 


it Magiſterially, as dictating what muſt be done; 
but only as a ſhorter Way of recommending, what x 
humbly apprehend may be proper to be done. 


6thly, It is moſt humbly ſubmitted, if an Account 
was ordered to be given in, ot the Woollen Goods 
fully manufactur d, which had been enter'd for Ex- 
portation, at the ſeveral Ports for ten Years laſt paſt; 
diſtinguiſhing each Year; and alſo for three Years or 
more in hke Manner, during the laſt War with 
France ; whether That wou'd not afford ſome Light 
as to the Quantity of Wool fmuggled to foreign 


7thly, If it is thought proper, the Wool-winders 
need only be appointed by the Juſtices in Seſſions, 
or by the Grand- jury at the Lent Afſizes. 


Morcot, Rutland, 
near Uppingham, 
November 19. 
1742. 


H. Laybourne. 
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2 HA a ſufficient Number of Copies of 
15 the Act, and of Specimens of the 
Certificates be ſent to the ſeveral Clerks of 
the Peace. Page 1. 


I 
II. That the Clerks of the Peace, within fix 
Days after the Receipt of them, tend them to 
* the ſeveral High. Conſtables. Ibid. 


TIL. © That the High-Conſtables, within three 
Days after the Receipt of them, ſend them to 
© the ſeveral Petty-Conſtables. Pape 2. 


IV. © That, within fix Days after Notice 
© given by the Petty-Conſtable, all Growers of 
Wool ſhall certify to him their Number of 
Sheep and Lambs, and what Wool they 
2 © have unſold, And all Dealers in Wool not 
2 © fully manufactur'd ſhall give in to him like- 
2 © wiſe a particular Certificate of the Wool, 
K. which they have not fully manufactur'd. 
All which Accounts the Petty. Conſtable ſhall 
copy in a Book, and then ſend the Originals 
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© ſeal'd up to the High- Conſtable, who ſhall 
© deliver them at the next Quarter Seſſions to 
© the Clerk of the Peace, to be by him ſent 
© up to the Regiſter. Ibid. 


V. Growers of Wool ſhall certify to the 
_ * Perty-Conſtable all Changes of Stock, which 
* the Petty-ConſtabR ſhall enter in bis Book, 
*and yearly tranſmit the Originals as in the 
* former Article. He ſhall alſo enter the 
* Names of all trading in Wool not fully ma- 
* nufactur'd. Perſons not giving in their 
£ Names to be diſqualified. Page 4. 


IV. © No Sheep except fat ones to be ſhorn 
but at the uſual time of ſhearing, and Notice 
* thereof to be given to the Petty- Conſtable. 
No Fleeces to be broken by the Owners. Old 
* Wool in the Growers Poſſeſſion unſold to be 
_ * wound by the Woolwinder. Page 6. 


VII. © Publick Wool-winders to be choſen 
* yearly, when, and by whom. Security to be 


given by them, Their Diſtricts to be ſettled | 


by the Juſtices in Seſſions. Their Buſinels, 
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Engagement, and Pay, No Fleeces to be 
* brok.en by them. The Wool to be cleard ! 
by them from Clags, Dirt, &c. In caſe of ? 
Neglect to be tin'd by the Juſtices in Seſ- 


iſions. 


Page 7. 3 


VIII. © No Wool of fat Sheep to be wound, 2 


e if clipp'd by the Owner, till next Shearing- 


Tide. Page 11. 


* except by Allowance of two Juſtices of the | 


the Peace. [ See Ait. 7. Page 10. 
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IX. © No Wool to be remov'd by the Grow= 
© er, without Certificates by him given to the 
* Conſtable from whence, and to the Conſtable 
© whither it is remov'd. Certificates of Wool 
© fold by the Grower to the Buyer to be 
© interchangeably given to each other. The 
Grower within ten Days to deliver the Buyer's 
Certificate to the Petty-Conſtable. Ibid, 


X. © Juſtices in Caſes of Information ſhall 
grant Warrants to ſearch. Wool ſeiz d, where 
© to be lodg'd. It there is juſt Suſpicion of 
© Fraud, or Informer will give Security, the 
Party inform'd againſt ſhall give Security for 
* the tull Penalty; and, in Default thereof, 
* ſhall be committed to Goal till the next 
« Seſſions, | Page 12, 


XI. © High-Conſtables or Petty. Conſtables 
© may, within their own Conſtableries, require 
* Perlons inform'd againſt to produce Licenſes 
and Certificates, and may ſearch for, and ſtop 
Wool ſuſpected, &c. and detain and carry De- 


© faultersbeforea neighbouring Juſtice, Page 13. 


XII. All Wool buyers to be licens'd by Ju- 
© ſtices in Seſſions, and no natural Subject of 
© Great-Britain to be refus d offering ſufficient 
* cient Security. Servants or Agents to ſuch 
© Wool-buyers, not to buy Wool, without an 
* atteſted Copy of ſuch Licenſs indors'd to 
* them by the Maſter. Felony to trade with- 
out ſuch Licenſe, or with a forg'd Licenſe, 
* or under a feign'd Name. If an Agent or 
b Seryant is found guilty of Male: Practices, 
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how Juſtices are to act, with regard both to 
* Maſter and Agent, &c. Page 14. 


XIII. © Every Buyer to enter in a Book his 
* own Name, &c. and all Wool, bought, ſold, 
© or manufactured by him, and ſhall deliver 
* ſuch a Book ſigned by himſelf to every 
Agent, &c. 

* Certificates of Wool bought by him ſhall 
© be given therein, 

Every Article to be kept diſtinct. Such 
© Book to be ſent yearly, ſeal'd up, to the Clerk 
* of the Peace. Duplicate thereof to be 


kept for his own Uſe, When he ſhall be 


* obliged to produce it. How to act when his 
Book is ſtolen, or Joſt, &c. Felony to take 
* it from him, or for himſelf wilfully to de- 
* ſtroy it, Penalty for altering or fallifying 
* Accounts, All proper Allowances to be made 
for Waſt. In Cates of Suſpicion only of 
© Fraud, how Action of Information to be 
©tryd., Fell-mongers, Page 16. 


XIV. Carders, Combers, Spinners, and Wea- 
vers, to have their Accounts enter'd in a 
Book, and to give in ſuch Book yearly to 
the Conſtable, to be deliverd ro the Clerk 
of the Peace, &c. Where they cannot write, 
* their Book to be producd every three Months 
before the Petty-Conſtable, Page 20, 


XV. © Officers of Exciſe to take down the 
Number of Sheep-skins, and Lamb-skins, 
Lat Fell-mongers, Skinners, &c, and to tranſ- 
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mit ſuch Accounts yearly to the Clerk of the 
© Peace, &c. Page 21. 


XVI. © One Head-Regiſter and a Deputy to 
© be appointed by Parliament, with Clerks to 
them, to receive and tranſcribe alphabetically, 
© all Accounts tranſmitted to them from every 
© Conſtablery in Great Britain, and to preſent 
© yearly correct Copies to the two Houſes of 
© Parliament, and the Board of Trade, and to 
© ſend, along with the Originals, two printed 
© Copies yearly to every Clerk of the Peace, 
© to one of which free Acceſs to be had by any 
© Freeholder of Ten Pounds per Aunum, or 
Farmer of Fifty Pounds per Annum, within 
© the County, &c. Scrutineers or Searchers 
* with Clerks to be appointed in the Regiſtry 
© Office to compare Accounts. It any of them 
© detect Fiauds, to be entitled to the ſame 
* Share in the Penalties with other Informers, 
Their Places to be annual. Diſqualified in 
Scale of wiltul Neglect. Page 22. 


XVII. © Perſons buying Wool to ſpin for 
© their own Ule, and thoſe of whom they buy 
* the Wool ; and poor People for knitting 
© Stockings, or for imall Parcels of Woollen 
gor mix'd Goods, need certify only once a_ 
© Year to the Petty- Conſtable. Page 24. 


XVIII. © Wool to be carried by Buyers, only 
in Packs, Halt-Packs and Pockets, with the 
Proprietor's Name at full Length. 

* The Tod and Stone of Wool to be every 


where equal. 
© Wool 
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Wool pack'd up in Casks, Boxes, &c. or 
under the Appearance of Woollen Goods 
© fully manufactur'd, to be forfeired ; and the 
© Perſons concern d in Packing, or carrying it, 
©to be ſubject to Penalties and Forfeitures. 
Carriers of it by Land or Water, upon their 
* informing of it, to be exempt from Penalties, 
© and intitled to Reward. Page 25. 


XIX. No Wool to be carried at all by Wa- 
ter, but in the Boats, Barges, &c. of ſuch 
© Maſters «as uſually trade upon the River 
© where it is put on Board. Certificates to be 
© given where it is put on Board, and allo 
© where it is deliver d. Certificate of the 
© Delivery, to be given, within fourteen Days 
© after Date, to the Conſtable where it was 
put on Board. Page 26. 


XX. No Wool to be put on Board Veſſels 
© in Sea Ports, or where they are in Danger of 
F being driven out to Sea, nor in any Creeks, 
F nor to be carried upon the open Sea, except 
F{uch only as ſhall be imported from Ireland, 
F under a Penalty to the Maſter of the Veſſel 
* of Five Pounds for ever Pound Weight of 
Wool; and of Five Pounds to each of the 
* Ship's Crew, and fix Months Impriſonment. 
But, upon their informing, to be exempt 
© from the Penalty, and intitled to the Re- 
* ward. Freighters, Inſurers, and Owners, 
© if privy thereto, to be alſo liable to the Pe- 
© nalty. Page 27; 
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XXI. Traders in Wool near the Sea to ke 
© no Wool un- manufactur'd, but only in 1 
© Rooms, &c. as they ſhall firſt have enter d 
* with the Petty Conſtable Page 28 


XXII. How Petty Conſtables, High Conſta- 
© bles, Clerks of the Peace, Juſtices, and Re- 
© giſter, are ſeverally to act, in caſe of Neg- 
© lect in ſending in Accounts. The Informa- 
tions to be given thereupon. Ihid. 


XXIII. A Man's own Hand or Mark, if 
there is no apparent Miſtake, Evidence againſt 
* himſelf. Conſtables or Traders Books when 
to be allow'd as Evidence. Page 29. 


XXIV. Subſtance of Information and Evi- 
* dence fignd by the Informer and Proſecutor, 
© and Determination of Juſtices thereupon, 
* fignd by ſuch Juſtices, if at Seſſions by the 
© Clerk of the Peace, to be yearly ſent up to 
© the Regiſter by the Clerk of the Peace. Ibid: 


XXV. © Neat Penalties, One Third to his 
© Majeſty ; the other Two Thirds to Informer 
© and Proſecutor. Page zo. 


XXVI. © Method to raiſe Money to pay Par- 
* ties concern'd in taking Accounts, Ibid. 


XXVII. © All fair Allowances to be made in 
behalf, and nothing to be interpreted rigorouſ- 
ly to the Prejudice of the fair Trader. Pro- 
* ſecutions to be only before Juſtices. No 
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© to be certified to the Regiſter; and the Fx: 
© pence born by the Regiſtry till the Pleaſure 
© of Parliament be known therein. In vex- 
© atious and litigious Suits Informer to pay 
« Cofts and reaſonable Damages. Juſtices De- 
© terminations final, except where the Right 
© Honourable the Houſe of Commons ſhall 


< judge otherwile. Page 32. 
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Exportation of Wool, &c. 


In caſe the Wiſdom of Parliament ſhall 
think proper to make an Act to pre- 
vent the Exportation of Wool un- 
manufactur'd: 


It is moſt humbly propos d, 

HAT ſuch Act, and alſo a Specimen of all 

the ſeveral Sorts of Certificates therein re- 

quir'd be immediately printed; and ſuch a Number 

of Copies of each ſent by the Regilter to every Clerk 

of the Peace, as may be ſufficient for that particular 

County, Riding, or Diviſion, in which he is con- 

cern'd ; and the Clerk of the Peace ſhall account to 

the Regiſter for one Shilling for each T ownſhip for 
ſuch Copics. 

2. That every Clerk of the Peace, within ſix Days 
after the Receipt of tlie Copies, ſhall ſend ſuch 
a Number of them to every High- Conſtable within 
his County, Riding, or Diviſion, as there are Petty- 
Conſtables within ſuch High-Corftablery, reſpective- 
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2 } 
ly ; for each of which the High-Conftable ſhall pay 
to the Clerk of the Peace one Shilling and Six-pence, 
and no more. 4 

3. That the High-Conſtable, within 3 Days after 
the Receipt of the Copies, ſhall fend one Copy of 
each to every Petty-Conſtable within his Conſtablery ; 
for which he ſhall receive from each Petty-Conſtable 
two Shillings, and no more. 

4. That every Petty-Conſtable, within ſix Days 
after receiving the Copies, ſhall give Notice either 
perſonally * or in Writing | No. 1.] to every Perſon ; 
and in caſe of Abſence, then to the Wiſe, Steward, 
Foreman, or Overſeer ef the Grounds of every ſuch 
Perſon, who has any Sheep or Lambs depaſturing 
within his Conſtablery ; and alſo to every Perſon, 
who has or is reputed to have, any Wool not fully 
manufactur'd within his Conſtablery : Requiring all, 
and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, within fix | Jens 
after ſuch Notice, to give in Writing to him the ſaid 
Petty - Conſtable a particular and true Account 
No. 2.] of the Number of Sheep and Lambs, reſpec- 
tively, which he has then depaſturing within the ſaid 
Conſtablery: and alſo what Wool he has not full 
manufactur'd; diſtirguiſhing | No. 3. ] what particu- 
lar Weight he has in the Fleece or Wool ; what 
Weight he has comb'd ; what Weight he has in the 


Tarn; or any wiſe not fully manufactur'd or work'd 


up: which Account ſhall be dated, and fign'd by the 


Poſſeſſor of ſuch Stock. 


*'T he 


a 
—  — — 


* What J mean here, is this, that if the Conſtable does not per- 
ſonally give Notice; then he ſhall deliver to his Servant, or whom 
he deputes for that Purpoſe, in Writinę, a Form of the Notice to be 
r ſuch as is exemplified, No. 1. which ſuch Servant or Deputy 

all read over to every Perſon to u hom he gives Notice, and fhall 


ſer down every Perſon's Name to u hom he gives Notice, and the Day 
of the Month on which he gave it. 


3 

The ſaid Accounts ſhall all be diſtinctly enter'd 
by the ſaid Petty-Conſtable; or whom he fhall em- 
ploy for that Purpoſe ; in a Book, to be provided at 
the Charge of the Pariſh ; and, within fix Weeks, 
to be computed from the 'Time of his receiving the 
Copies of the Act and Certificates, the original Ac- 
counts, + ſealed up, and ſuperſcrib'd on the Out- 
ſide, with his own Name, and the Name of his Con- 
ſtablery, ſhall be carefully tranſmitted to the High- 
Conſtable ; who, without breaking the Seal, ſhall 
deliver them to the Clerk of the Peace at the Quar- 
ter Seffions next enſuing. And the Clerk ot the 
Peace; within fourteen Days after, ſhall tranſmit them 
to the Regiſter in London, in ſuch manner as directed 
in Article the 13th. 6 | 

The Penalties for Neglect, ſhall be, twenty 
Shillings for every Sheep, and ten Shillings for every 
Lamb, and for every Pound of Wool not fully ma- 
nufactur'd, which ſhall be wilfully ſecreted, or pri- 
vily alienated and carry'd off, after paſſing the Act, 
and not accounted for by the Poſſeſſor or Owner. 

The Clerks of the Peace, the High-Conſtables, 
and the Petty-Conſtables, in caſe of Neglect, ſhall 
be fin'd by the Juſtices, at the Quarter Seſſions next 
enſuing; in proportion, as they ſhall judge ſuch 
neglect, to have been more, or leſs, wilſul. 
B 2 5. That, 


If it is thought proper, for farther Security it may be requir'd, 
that the ſeveral Proprietors of Lands; the Landholders and Te- 
nants, or both, within Miles of the Sea, ſhould give in 
the Eſtimates of the Number of Sheep, which the ſeveral Farms or 
Townſhips belonging to them have, upon an Avarage, maintain'd : 
And that the Accounts given in by Tenants be ſign'd by ſuch Te- 
nants, and allo by the Miniſter of the Parith where ſuch Lands lie. 


+ If it is judg'd . neceſſary, it may be requir'd, that the Petty- 
Conſtable's Book, and the ſeveral Certificates ſnou'd be vearly pro- 
duc'd at a Parith Meeting (of which publick Notice ſhoi'd be given, 
a Week before he ſends them to the High Conſtable) to be by the 
Pariſhioners perus'd, and ſign'd by three oc more ot Credit, of 
which the Miniſter of the Pariſh to be one. 


$ It is humbly ſubmitted, what Penalties ſhall be laid upon Pet- 
ty-Conſiables, &c. for Detaul:, 
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5. Thar, aſter the firſt Regiſtering, every Owner 
and Poſſeſlor of Sheep or Lambs, under the fame 
Penalty, as before in Article 4th, ſhall give in Wri- 
ting to the Petty- Conſtable of the Townſhip, or Con- 
{tablery, where ſuch Sheep or Lambs have been, or 
ſhall be depaſtur'd after the firſt Regiſtring, an Ac- 
count dated, and fign'd by ſich Pofleflor, of all 
Changes in his Stock, within thirty Days after ſuch 
Change ſhall happen: ſpecifying particularly, what 
Number of Sheep or Lambs he has bought, or fold ; 
on what Day, at what Place; and of whom they 
were bought, or to whom they were ſold : diſtinguiſh- 
ing their Names, and Places of Abode : (No. 4.) and 
alſo, when he ſhall have kill'd any, ther for his own 
Uſe, or for Sale; *allo expreſſing, when any ſhall have 
died ; and alſo what Skins or Morts; and what Skin, 
Mort, or Pelt Wool he ſhall have ſold, and to whom ; 
and alſo when any of his Sheep or Lambs ſhall have 
been ſtoPn, or have ſtray'd, f (as near as he can) or 
ſhall have been any otherwiſe — , either tc- 
tally, alienated, or removed, for a time only. (No. 
5.) Which Account the Petty-Conſtable ſhall imme- 
diately enter in his Book; and, the Week next before 
every Eaſter Seſſions, be ſhall careſully ſend the Ori- 
ginals, ſeal'd up, with his own Name, and the Name 
of the Tewnſhip or Conſtablery to which he belongs, 
ſuperſcrib'd on the Outſide, to the High- Conſtable; 
who ſhall deliver them, without breaking the Seal, 
to the Clerk of the Peace at the Eaſter Seſſion next 

enſuing. 
The Book of Entries ſhall be deliver'd up by the 
Old Cenftable to the New One, as ſoon as he quits 
his 


* Butchers are not intended to be included in this, farther than 
what they kill of their own Stock. 


+ Tf it ſhall be thought tco troubleſome, to give in a Monthly 
Account, of the ſeveral Particulars expref'd in the Certificate, No. 
5 ; Ir may ſuffice, to require it to be done Monthly, from Lady- 
Day till Michaelmas; and once only for the feſt of the Year, and 
the Certificate for ſuch half Year ro be given in a Week before 
Ealter, 


N 


As | 

his Office; and along with it, the Copy of the Ac 
againſt Exporting of Wool, and alſo the Specimen of 
Certificates. 

The Petty-Conſtable ſhall enter in his Book the 
Names of all Perſons, poſleſs'd of Sheep depaſturing 
in his Conſtablery ; or trading in Wool not fully ma- 
nuſactur'd, that live within his Conſtablery; and in 
what Branch of the Wooilen Trade they are imploy'd; 
for which he ſhall be entitl'd to One Penny for every 
Score of Sheep or Lambs : and, upon every Change of 
Stock, at the Rate of One Penny the Score, be it ever 
{9 little Time that they ſhall depaſture within his Con- 
ſtablery ; except for two or three Nights at moſt, 
when they are upon Drift: And alſo to from 
every trading Spinner, above Years of Age; 
and for every Loom imploy'd in the Woollen Trade 
to ; and trom every Comber, to „ an 
from every Factor, Hoſier, or Clothier, to and 
from every Perſon employ'd, for Hire, in any Branch 
of the Woollen Trade, above Years of Age, 
at the leaſt to Two- pence, who does then live, or 
hall at any time after live, within the ſaid Conſta- 
blery : And, until they are fo regiſter'd, they ſhall 
be diſqualify'd, to follow any Branch of the Woollen 
Trade. And, any Perſon neglecting, or refuſing, to 
be thus regiſter'd ; or to pay the Petty-Conſtable for 
regiſtering them; and afterwards purſuing any Buſi- 
neſs in the Woollen Trade; the Petty Conſtable ſhall, 
within fourteen Days after ſuch Neglett or Retuſal, 
gire, or ſend, to the High-Conſtable of the Diviſion, 
a written Certificate; with his own Name ſubſcrib'd, 
ſpecifying the Name of ſuch Defaulters ; and the 
High-Conſtable ſhall deliver in all ſuch “ Certificates 
to the Clerk ot the Peace, at the Quarter Seſſions 
B 3 next 
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The Names of Spinners neglecting to regiſter themſelves, need 
not be ttanſinitted to the Regiſter; it may be ſufficient, to leave 
them to be puniſh'd by the Juſtices only; and therefore, their Names 
may be given in a ſeparate Certificate. But, as to other D 
faulters, beſides their being puniſh'd by the Juſtices, it may be pro- 
pet, that the Publick ſhould know, who they are. 
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next enſuing ; who ſhall immediately lay them be- 
fore the Juſtices, and they ſhall fine them, to the beſt 
of their Judgment, according to the Offence. 

And every Perſon, who has a Frechold of forty 
Shillings the Year within the Pariſh, or farms ten Pounds 
the Year within the Pariſh, ſhall have Liberty to in- 
ſpect the Conſtable's Books, without Fee, or Arr 

6. That .no Proprietor of Sheep or Lambs, ſhall 
clip or ſhear any Sheep or Lambs, under the Penal- 
ty of twenty Shillings for every Sheep, and ten Shil- 
lings for every Lamb, fo clip'd or ſhorn ; at any other 
time of the Year, but only between th2 firſt of May 
and the firſt of Auguſt, * except ſuch only as are fat. 
And that Notice of his clipping ſuch fat Sheep, and 
their Number, ſhall within ſix Days after they are 
clipt, be given in Writing to the Petty-Conſtable. 
[No. 6.] And every Proprietor of Sheep or Lambs 
ſhall be oblig'd, to ſhear or clip them, in that Con- 
ſtablery, wherein he has given Notice of their laſt 
depaſturing. Ard, at the leaſt two Days, and not 
longer than fix, before the clipping or ſhcaring them, 
he ſhall give Norice thereot to the Petty Conſtable, 
of the Iowiſhip or Conſtablery wherein they then 
depaſture; together with the Number ot Sheep and 
Lambs, reſpectively, which he then intends to ſhear 
or clip. | No. 7.) And, if it ſhall fo happen, that 
he ſhall fail ot ſheariag ſo many; or ſha'l ſhear more, 
than he has gwen Account of to the Conſtable ; that, 
then, he ſhall certiſy the fame to the Conſtable, 
within eight Days aſter his ſhearing them. 

And farther, that no Grower of Wool ſhall be al- 
lowed to break any of the Fleeces, or any way to 
alter or change the Property, or to alicnate All, or 


any 


— 


* This is deſign'd more particularly, to guard againſt a Practice; 
which, I am inform'd, is frequent upon Sea-Coaſts, It is this; up- 
on a foreign Veſſel ſending its Boat, into ſome little Creek in the 
Night; the Growers of Wool, upon Notice, will pen up their 


| Sheep, clip them that very Night, and immediately deliver them 


the Wool, either for ready Money ; or in Exchange for Brandy, 
low-pric'd Tea, Spices, or other run Goods. 


any Part, or Parcel thereof; under the Penalty of 

twenty Shillings for every Fleece that is wanting, 

till ſuch time as it js wound by the publicx “ Wool- 
winder for the Diſtrict, or one ſpecially deputed by 

him. | 
And whatever Wool, of former Years Growth, 
ſhall be in the Grower*s Poſſeſſion, at May-day next 
after the Paſſing of the Act; ſuch Wool ſhall be pro- 
duc'd before the Wool-winder of the Diſtrict, before 
the firſt of next enſuing; and if unwound, 
ſhall be wound and weigh'd by him, according to the 
Tenor of his Engagement; for which he ſhall be in- 
titled to S1x-pence the Score; if wound, it ſhall be 
ccunted over as to the Number of Fleeces, and 
weighed ; and the Woelwinder ſhall enter the ſame 

in his Book, without Fee or Reward. The Penalty 

ſhall be twenty Shillings for every Fleece, or five 

Shillings for ever Pound Weighe of Wool, wilfully 
conceal'd, ſecreted, &c. Gn 

. That Woolwinders ſhall be choſen by Freehold- 

ers of ten Pounds the Year, of the County, Riding, or 

Diviſion, where they are to ſerve, at a General Quar- 

ter Seſſions; that they ſhall be Men of fair Charac- 

ters; and give Security, each Woolwinder of ten 

Pounds, by himſelt or Sureties, to act according to 

the Tenor of his Engagement ; (which ſee.) Atter 

they are choſen, they ſhall be admitted, by ſubſcrib- 

ing to the Engagement their Names and Places of 

Abcde, before the Juitices of the Peace, at the Ge- 

neral Quarter Seſſions ; in a Book, to be provided by 

the Clerk of the Peace, at the Charge of the Coun- 

| ty, or Diviſion: tor which, and for a printed Copy of 
BB 4 the 
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* M, That the Place of Woolwinder is not any new Place, but of 
long landing in many Counties in England; and their preſent Pay 
is Four-pence the Score. Their Bulineſs, and Engagement, &c. is 
much the ſame, as is here requir'd ; except what regards the Choice 
of them, the ſettling their Diſtricts, the Time for winding Wool, 
and their keeping an Account; for which ir is judg'd reaſonable 
to allow them Two-pence the Score extraordinary, They havg 
their Licenſes, at preſent, as I take it, from Black-wall Hall, 
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the Engagement he has enter*d into, each Woolwin- 
der ſhall pay to the Clerk of the Peace One Shilling, 
and no more. 

The Number of Woolwinders ſhall be ſettled, and 
their peculiar Diſtricts aſſign'd them by the Juſtices, 
at the Quarter Seſſions which ſhall happen next after 
the Act is paſs'd ; the Bounds of which no Wool- 
winder, or Journeyman, or Apptentice of ſuch Wool- 
winder with his Maſter's Deputation, ſhall tranſgreſs ; 
under a Penalty of five Shillings, for every Fleece ot 
Wool which he ſhall wind, out of his own, or his 
Maſters Diſtrict. And, in caſe of any Default in 
the Journeyman, or Apprentice of any Woolwinder, 
acting under his - Maſter's Deputation; if the Jour- 


neyman, or Apprentice is not able to pay the Penal- 


ty incur*d, the Maſter himſelf ſhall be anſwerable. 

But, if thro? Sickneſs, or any other Lett or Impe- 
diment, a pnblick Woolwinder ſhall be prevented 
from doing his Buſineſs z and ſhall depute a Brother 
Woolwinder to do it, then ſuch Deputy ſhall be ac- 
countable in the ſame Manner, as he 1s in his own 
Diſtrict; provided neverthelets, that ſuch Deputy be 
one, who was choſen Woolwinder at a Quarter deſ- 
ſions held for the ſaid County, Riding, or Diviſion 
with him who deputes him; and alſo, that the Woot- 
winder, deputing another in his Stead, do ſign ſuch 
Deputation in a Book; which Book the Deputy 
ſhall uſe, for entering every thing in the Principals 
Diſtrict; in the ſame Manner as he uſes his own 
Book in his own Dittrict ; and ſhall make Entries of 
the Certificates, and do all ſuch things, and be ſub- 
ject to the ſame Penalties, and inticled to the fame 
Pay, as if it were in his own proper Diſtrict. 

The Place of Woolwinder to be annual ; but, if 
no Poll be demanded, they ſhall continue in Office. 


The time for demanding a Poll, to be fix'd to the 


Lent Afizes, The Demand to be made, by the 
Grand Jury giving Notice to the Clerk ot the Peace ; 
and the Sheriff's Bailiff or Balliffs ſhall give Notice 
thereof to the Petty-Jury, and to the High-Conſta- 

bles ; 


bles ; who ſhall, within fourteen Days, give Notice 
thereof to. the Petty-Conſtables of the Cay, Ri- 

ding, or Diviſion; and moreover it ſhall be proclaim- 
ed three ſeveral times, the Court ſitting. The Elec- 
tion of Woolwinders to be at the Eaſter Quarter- 


Seſſions, and they to have Six-pence the Score for 
winding. 


A Wookwinder s E gagement. 


I. A. B. do hereby engage, truly, honeſtly, and 
faithſully, to execute the Office of Woolwinder, 
within the ſeveral "Townſhips of L. N. R. in the 
County of ; according to the true In- 
tent and Meaning of a late Act of Parliament againſt 
exporting of Wool; purſuant to which, I will wind 
cach Fleece, as near as I can, ſeparately ; without 
breaking the Fleeces, or winding together more 
Fleeces than one: neither will I put any thing into the 
Fleece, but what the Fleece itſelt conſiſts of: And, I 
will alſo carefully clear each Fleece, before I wind 
it, from all Clags, Pitch Brands, Dirt, or Sticks; 
and will alſo cut off all dead Tops, and whatſoever 
is uſeleſs or unſerviceable in working. And, I do al- 
ſo engage, that I will take down, in Writing, the 
Number of Fleeccs, belonging to each particular Per- 
ſon, in the ſeveral Townſhips within my Diſtrict; and 
alſo will fee all the Wool, belonging to each Perſon, 
truly and careſully weigh'd; and will fer down, in 
a Book which I ſhall yearly, and every Year, (fo long 
as I continue Woolwinder) provide for that Purpoſe, 
the Number of Flecces, and alſo the Weight of all 
the Wool, belonging to each Perſon ; and alſo the 
Day and Year when I weigh'd it, and what Year's 
Growth it is of; and alſo J will enter, in the oppoſite 
Page of the ſaid Book, within one Month of the 
time that I am to ſend my ſaid Book to the Seſſions, 
a true Copy of the Certificate, or Certificates, as they 
are enter'd in the Petty-Conſtable's Book, of the 
Sale of all, or any part of the ſaid Wool; and in 


caſe 


caſe all is not fold, of what remains in Hand. And 
I do alſo engage, before every Eaſter Quarter Seſ- 
ſions, to enter into my Book for the Year following, 
all Particulars, of what Wool remains in every par- 
ticular Perſon's Hands, according to the particular 
Certificates which ſhall have been by me copied ; 
and ſo on from Year to Year, ſo long as I continue 
Woolwinder , and to allow any Perſon, that is known 
to me to be poſleſs'd of ten Pounds the Year, or to 
farm fifty Pounds the Year, without Fee or Reward, 
to inſpect the ſaid Book, fo long as it is in my Poſ- 
ſeffion ; and to take Copies, of any Particulars en- 
ter'd in the faid Book : Which Book I do farther en- 
gage, to ſign with my own Name; ſpecifying alſo the 
particular Townſhips, therein accounted for; and, 
within a Weck before every Eaſter Seſſions, to carry, 
or ſend the fame, ſeal'd up, and the Cover or Cale 
indors'd with the Names of the Townſhips, whoſe 
Accounts are enter'd in the Book, either to the Clerk 
of the Peace, or to the High-Conſtable of the Con- 
ſtablery wherein I live. And I do likewite engage, 
not to wind any Wool whatſoever, but only between 
May-Day and the firſt of September; except by Allow- 
ance from two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
for the County or Diviſion, under their Hands and 
Seals; ro be tender'd to me, at the ſole Coſt and 
Charges of the Owner of the Wool: to which En- 
gagement I do ſubſcribe, this Day of 

And any Woolwinder neglecting to do his Duty, 
according to the Tenor of his Engagement, ſhall be 
fin'd by the Juſtices of the Peace at the next Quar- 
ter Seſſions aftet ſuch Neglect; and, in proportion, 
as they ſhalt judge ſuch Neglect; to have been more, 


Hor leſs, wilful. But if any Woolwinder is found 


guiltyv, of aiding, aſſiſting, or wilfully conniving, at 
the ſecreting, concealing, or privily conveying, and 
alienating, Wool not fully manufactur'd; then he, and 
likewiſe all Perſons, whither Conſtables, or other Per- 
ſons in Office, ſhall not only be diſqualified, from 
bearing That, or any other Place, or Office of * 
| 00 


for the future ; but ſhall moreover be ſubject to the 

Penalties, of twenty Shillings for the Fleece of eve- 
ry Sheep, and ten Shillings for the Fleece of every 
Lamb or Pound Weight of Wool, ſo ſecreted, or 
privily alienated. 

8. That whenever the Owner of Sheep or Lambs, 
ſhall clip any fat ones, in order for the Sale of them; 
he ſhall not only give Notice thereof in Writing to 
the Petty. Conſtable, where they depaſtur'd, within 
fix Days after they are clipp*d, according to Article 
the 6th ; but - ſhall moreover reſerve the Fleeces of 
ſuch Sheep, till the time of Shearing, which ſhall be 
next after the ſhearing of ſuch fat Sheep, to be then 
wound by the publick Woolwinder. The Penalty 
for any alienated, belore the publick Woolwinder 
ſhall have wound them, ſhall be twenty Shillings for 
the Fleece of every Sheep, and ten Shillings for the 
Fleece of every Lamb. 

9. That every Grower of Wool in different Town- 
ſhips or Petty-Conſtableries; in caſe he removes 
ſuch Wool, while it is his Property, from one Con- 
ſtablery to another; under the Penalty of twenty 

Shillings a Fleece, ſhall, within ten Days after the 
Removal, certify the Number of Fleeces, and the 
groſs Weight of the Wool ſo remov'd, both to the 
Conſtable of the Place, from whence ; and alſo to 
the Conſtable of the Place, to which it is removed: 
[ No. 8. ] which Certificates the Petty-Conſtables 
ſhall enter, each in their Books, within ſix Days at- 
ter the Receipt of them. | 

And, whenever any Grower of or Poſſeſſor of 
Wool thall fell any Parcel, or Parcels of Wool, he 
ſhall give the Buyer, in his, (the Buyer's Book) a 
Certificate of the Wool fold: ſpecifying both the 
Number of Fleeces, and the groſs Weight, (ex- 

cept it be broken Wool, and then the groſs Weight 
need only be ſpecify'd) which Certificate | ſhall be 
dated, as to the Day, Month, and Year, when fold; 
to whom; of what Place; and in what County ; 
and the Seller ſhall ſubſcribe it with his own Name 


Or 
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or Mark; with the Name of the Conſtablery, and 
County wherein he lives. If it is the Grower of 
Wool, who ſells it, he ſhall alſo ſpecify, in that Cer- 
tificate, what Wool he has then remaining unſold. 
No. 9 | 

{ And 1. Buyer ſhall likewiſe, on his Part, deliver 
to the Seller a Certificate; expreſſing, that he 
bought ot ſuch Perſon, of ſuch a Townſhip, and 
County, ſo many Fleeces of Wool, amounting in the 
whole to ſuch a Weight: alſo ſpecifying particularly, 
what Year's Growth it is of; or, in caſe it be broken 
Wool, then the groſs Weight only; which he ſhall 
date, and ſign with his own Name, together with the 
Townſhip, and County, where he lives: (No. 10.) which 
Certificate, the Seller under the Penalty of three 
Shillings for every Pound Weight of Wool alienated, 
ſhall, within ten Days, deliver unto the Petty-Con- 
ſtable : And, the ſaid Certificate the Petty- Conſtable, 
within fix Days after the Receipt thereof, ſhall en- 
ter into his Book; and ſhall farther take eſpecial 
Care, that the Warrants and original Certificates, re- 
garding the Woollen Trade, deliver'd to him, ſhall, 
the Week next before every Eaſter Quarter Seſſions, 
be carefully ſent, ſeal'd up, in one Parcel, and ſu- 
perſcrib'd with his own Name, and the Name of his 
Conſtablery, to the High- Conſtable of the Diviſion ; 
to be by him deliver'd, in like manner, to the Clerk 
of the Peace, at the Eaſter Quarter Seſſions. 

10. That, in caſe Information be given, upon 
Oath, before any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 


Peace, of any fraudulent or clandeſtine Practices; 


committed by any Perſon, in ſecreting, concealing, 
privily carrying, or alienating any Wool not fully 
manufactur'd; or aiding and aſſiſting therein; con- 
trary to the plain and obvious Senſe, Intent, and 
Meaning of the Act; that ſuch juſtice of the 
Peace ſhall immediately grant his General War- 
rant, directed to the High-Conſtables and Petty- 
Conſtables, ſo far as his Commiſſion extends ; requi- 
ring them to make diligent Scarch, for all Wool 

ſuſpected 


(13) 6 
ſuſpected to be ſecreted, conceal'd, or privily alie- 
nated, and carried; and alſo, for all Perſons any- 
wiſe concern'd ; or aiding, and aſſiſting therein. And 
if ſuch Wool be found, it ſhall be ſafely lodged, ei- 
ther in the Hands of the High-Conſtable of the Di- 
viſion, or of the Petty-Conſtable of the Conſtablery, 
wherein it is found: (which ſhall be in the Choice of 
the Perſon, who claims to be the Owner thereof,) and 
ſhall not be redeliver'd ; without a Warrant for Re- 
delivery thereof, directed to the Perſon with whom it 
is lodg'd, under the Hands and Seals of two of his 
Majeſty's Juſtices ot the Peace, for that County, 
Riding, or Diviſion. And whether the Wool is found, 
or not; if the Juſtices ſhall judge, that there is juſt 
Suſpicion of Fraud ; or 1t the Informer will give Se- 
curity of 10 s the Tod, for making good his Informa- 
tion; in ſuch Caſe, the Perſon or Perſons ſo inform'd 
againſt, ſhall give Security to the Juſtices, by him, 
or themſelves, and by two other Per ſons of Subſtance; 
for the full Penalty, for ſuch Offence as they ſtand 
charg'd with, to appear, to anſwer ſuch Complaint at 
the next Quarter Seſſions, for that County, Riding, 
or Diviſion ; or elſe, ſhall depoſit the full Penalty in 
the Juſtices Hands. And, in default thereof, he, or 
they, ſhall be committed to Goal, till the next Quar- 
ter Seſſions 

11. That the High-Conſtable, or Petty-Conſtable, 
may themſelves require ; and upon Information given 
to them againſt any Perſon, (of ſuch clandeſtine 
Practices being by him committed, or ſuſpected to 
be committed, within their Conſtableries, reſpective- 
ly, as are againſt the Act,) ſhall immediately require, 
the Perſon or Perſons ſo inform'd againſt, to produce 
their Licenſe, and Certificates; and, upon Refuſal 
thereof, or not giving full Satisfaction therein; he, 
they, or either of them, ſhall, without farther War- 
rant or Authority, have Power to make Scarch; and 
to ſtop any Wool, which they themſelves ſuſpect, or 
are intorm'd, has been bought by Perſons, not licens'd 


to buy Wool according to the Act; or, which is ry 
cea 
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(14) 
ceal'd in, or has been illegally convey'd into their 
Conſtablery; and to detain the Perſons,* concern'd 
in ſuch Practices; and carry them before any one of. 
his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, who ſhall reſide in, 
or near to, the {aid Conſtablery ; who ſhall proceed, 
according to what is {et down in Article the 1oth. 

12. That, after the Quarter Seſſions which ſhall 
next enſue, after paſſing the Act, no Perſon ſhall be 
allow'd to buy Wool, above the Quantity of 
Pounds Weight | ſee Article 17 ] under the Penalty of 
twenty Shillings for the Fleece of every Sheep, and 
ten Shillings tor the Fleece of every Lamb, or Pound 
Weight of Wool, ſo bought by him, without Licenſe * 
firſt obtain'd, under the Hands and Seals of his Ma- 
zeity's Juſtices of the Peace, at a Quarter Seſſions, 
held for the County, Riding, or | Diviſion, wherein 
he lives ; for which he thall give one Shilling to the 
Juſtices Clerks, and no more. And that every Buy- 
er, and every Agent, or Servant of {ach Buyer, 
whenever he goes from Home to buy Wool, ſhall 
take along with him, either the original Licenſe, or 
an atteſted Copy of ſuch Licenſe ; which ſhall be in- 
dors*d by the Maſter to ſuch Agent, or Servant, as 
he employs : and the Indorſement dated : Which Li- 
cenſe, or Copy of ſuch Licenſe, he ſhall be obliged 
to produce, if requir'd by any of his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace, High- Conſtables, or Petty Conſtables, 
in the ſeveral Diſtricts where he ſhall be found tra- 
ding, to be by them perus'd and examin'd: And, in 
Deiaulr, or Refuſal thereof, he ſhall be proceeded 
againſt, as in Article the 1oth. 


Aud, 


in 


— 
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Ilt may be thought proper, that no Buyer of Wool ſhould be 
_ Hicens'd, till be has given ſufficient Security to the Jullices, that be 
will not tranſport any Wool, or be aiding vor aſliſting towards the 
tranſporting any, to foreign Parts: And that no Perſon offering 
- ſufficient Security, according to the Directions of Parliament, to 
the jullices of the Pcace of the County where he is known to relidey 
and being one of his Majeſty's natural Subjects, ſhall be denied ſuch 


(15) 

And, if any. Perſon ſhall be detected, trading 
without a Licenſe; or trading with a Licenſe, where- 
in the Names of the Juſtices, or his own Name ſhall 
have been forg'd ; or with the Copy of a Licenſe 
which ſhall have been forg'd; or with the Name of 
the Maſter, or Indorſer thereof, forg'd ; or trading 
with a true Licenſe under a falſe, or Grid, or feign'd 
Name; ſuch Perſon ſhall be deem'd guilty of Felony, 
and ſhall be proceeded againſt as a Felon. 
And, if any Agent, or Servant, of a licens'd 
Wool-buyer, thall be found guilty of any Male- 
Practices, contrary to the Intent aud Meaning of the 
Act; the Wool, if it may be, ſhall be ſeiz*d ; and 
the Perſons, ſo acting, ſhall be proceeded againſt; as 
in Article the 10th. And the Fact ſhall be diligent- 
ly enquir'd into, by the Juſtices of the Peace, at the 

uarter Seſſions next enſuing. And, if it ſhall clear- 
ly appear to them, that the Offence, committed by 
the Agent, or Servant, was done with the Privity, 
or Conſent of his Maſter; or through his Encourage- 
ment ; then they ſhall certity the ſame, to ſome one 
Juſtice of the Peace, of the County, and reſiding 
.near to the Place, where ſuch Maſter Wool-buyer 
lives, or where he has a conſiderable Stock in Trade; 
which Juſtice. of the Peace, immediately, upon Re- 
ceipt of ſuch Certificate, ſhall ſend his Warrant, to 
levy the Penalties, according to what is ſpecified 
in ſuch Certificate. Bur, if the Offence ſhall not 
clearly appear to the Juttices, to have been done 
with the Maſter's Privity, Conſent, or Encourage- 
ment; then they ſhall give Orders, for the Clerk of 
the Peace to tranſmit a true Account of the Fact, and 
the Evidence, and Preccedings thereupon, to the 
Regiſter in London ; who ſhall lay the ſame before 


the Right Honourable the Houſe of Commons, in 

the ſecond Week of the Seſſions: of Parliament next 
enſuing : And in the mean time, the guilty Agent, 
or Servant, of ſuch Wool-buyer, ſhall remain in Goal, 


till the Pleaſure of Parliament ſhall be known there- 
in. | | 
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13. That every licens'd Buyer of Wool ſhall, every 
Year, provide for himſelf, and for every Agent, or 
Servant, whom he ſhall employ to buy Wool, one, 
or more Books ; wherein ſhall be made Entries, of 
all the Wool which he ſhall buy, or fell, or any- 
wiſe manufacture in ſuch Year: In the firſt Page of 
which he ſhall enter his own Name, and the Name 
of the Town, Conſtablery, and County where he 
lives. And, if the Book be for his Agent, or Ser- 
vant; then he ſhall ſpecify, that it is for ſuch Agent, 
or Servant, and ſhall ſign it himſelf. And afterwards, 
all Certificates, of Wool fold to him, ſhall be therein 
given, according to Article the gth. But, in ſuch 
Caſes, where a Wool-buyer, or his Agent, or Ser- 
vant, by him duly deputed, ſhall buy all, or a great 
Part of the Wool of a Townſhip or Conſtablery ; 
there it ſhall be ſufficient, any thing in Article the 
gth to the contrary notwithſtanding, (except where 
there is juſt Suſpicion ot any Fraud being deſign'd,) 
that two or three 'of the ſubſtantial Inhabitants of 
ſuch Pariſh do ſubſcribe the ſaid Certificate, for the 
whole ou Weight, and the Number of Fleeces, 
in the Buyer's Book; one of which, at leaſt, ſhall 
be preſent at the Delivery thereot to the Buyer ; 
and the Place, where it 1s to be deliver'd, ſhall there- 
in alſo be ſpeciſied. And the Buyer ſhall give di- 
ſtin&t Certificates, for every Perſon's Wool fo bought, 
according to Article the 9th. 

Moreover, in ſuch Book, or Books, the Buyer 
ſhall alſo enter the Quantity, of ſuch Wool as he 
ſhall ſell ; the Time, when it is fold; and to whom; 
ſpecifying their Names, and Places of Abode; and, 
whether in raw, ſorted, or comb'd Wool; or in 
Yarn ; or manufactur'd. And, whenever he ſells a 
whole Pack, ot morc, to any one Perſon, he ſhall 
take a Certificate thereof from ſuch Perſon ; which 
Certificate he ſhall carefully file up, for his own 
Vindication. 

And farther, that in ſuch Book or Books, what 
is bought, ſhall be kept diſtinèt by itſch; and alſo 

! what 


(17 ) 
what is ſold, ſhall be kept diſtin&t by itſelf; and alſo, 
what is manufaCtur'd, ſhall be kept diſtinct by itſelf, 
And under the Article of Manufacture, ſhall be ſpe- 
cified, into what particular Goods it is manufaQtur'd, 
and by whom. And once every Year, either a Week 
before the Eaſter Seſſions; or, at any other Time, 
which the Parliament ſhall fix upon; he ſhall deliver, 
or ſend in, the faid Book to the Clerk of the Peace, 
of the County, &c. where he reſides, with the Sum 
Total, enter'd in the ſaid Book, of what he has bought 
that Lear; what he has fold ; and what is remaining 
in hand; how much in raw Wool; in Wool ſorted, 
or comb'd; in the Yarn ; or at that Time deliver'd 
out to be manufactur' d: or fully manufactur'd; and 
into what Sort of Goods: At the Foot of which Ac- 
count the Maſter ſhall ſubſcribe his Name, with the 
Date, and Place of his Abode. * All which Ac- 
counts, within fourteen Days after the Receipt of 
them, ſhall, in one Parcel, double paper'd, be ſent 
by every Clerk of the Peace to the Regiſter in Lon- 
don ; with the Name of the County, Ri 
viſion, from which they are ſent, ſtiperſcrib*d on the 
inſide Paper. 

And further, That every Dealer in Wool, concern- 
ed in this Article, ſhall have, for his own Uſe, a 
Duplicate of ſuch Book; which he ſhall be oblig'd 
to produce before the Juſtices, at the Quarter Seſſions, 
whenever he ſhall be requir'd fo to do, under the 
Hands and Seals, of two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of 


the Peace, for the County or Diviſion, where he 


lives, or keeps a Stock in Trade; which Warrant 
nevertheleſs, ſhall not be granted by any Juſtice of 
Peace; except Information upon Oath, ſign'd by the 
Informer or Informers, ſhall have been firſt given be- 
fore ſuch Juſtices, againſt ſuch Dealer, for clandeſtine 
Practices, contrary to the Act; or an atteſted Certi- 
fieate, ſetting forth, that he is juſtly ſuſpected of 

| C being 


— - 


If each Trader be order'd to ſend in his Accounts ſeal'd up. 
ind indore d with the Name of the Townſhip he lives in, it wou's 
ave ſome Trouble in ſorting them above. 


ding, or Di- 
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18) | 
being guilty of frandulent Practices, fhall have been 
ſent to them; either by the Regiſter in London, or 
by ſome two of his Majelty's Juſlices of the Peace, 
under their Hands and Seals: And the ſaid Book ſhall 
be examin'd, no ſarther, than it is neceſſary tor clear- 
ing up the Matter, laid to his Charge. 

Farther, That if any Dealer in Wool ſhall be 
tobb'd of his Book; or ſhall loſe it; or ſhall have ir 
ſtolen, or privily convey'd from him; that, in all 
ſuch Caſes, he ſhall give immediate Notice thereof 
in the Gazette; and alſo in ſuch News-Papers, as 
are uſually circulated, in thoſe Parts of the Country, 

| Where he loſt it, or had it taken from him: And, 
any Perſon, concealing, or withholding it, after ſuch 
Notice, ſhall be ſubject to ſuch Penaltics, as the Ju- 
ſtices at their Quarter Seſſions, ſhall judge reaſonable, 
to be inflicted upon him. And the Dealer himſclt ſhall 
repair, to the ſeveral Conſtableries where he had 
bought, or fold any Wool, not fully manufactur'd; the 
Accounts whereof are enter'd in the ſaid Book; and 
ſhall, from the ſeveral Conttables Books, take a true 
Copy, of what he had bought, or ſold ; which Copy 
the Conſtables ſhall carefully examine, and certify 
the Truth thereof. And moreover he ſhall give 
Notice to all Perſons, with whom he has had 
Dealings in the Woollen Trade, the Particulars of 
which are not entert*d in the Conſtable's Book) fince 
rac laſt Delivery of his Accounts to the Clerk of the 
Peace; and procure from them ſuch atteſted Certifi- 
cates, as ſhall be ſufficient, to clear him from the 
Charge of Fraud or Deſign. All which Certificates, 
and the Ballance thereupon, he ſhall deliver in to the 
ler k of the Peace, in ſuch manner, as he is directed 
to do his Bock, when it is in his Poſſeſſion. * And 
every Perſon, either forcibly, or privily, taking, or 
conveying away ſuch Book, from any Dealer in 
Wool not fully manufactur'd; and alſo every Dealer 
in Wool not fully manufactur'd, or the Agent, cr Ser- 
| vant 
* Tus is to prevent an Excufe, which wou'd probably be made 
by a Trader, who had been guilry of unfair Practices; namely, chat 
is had been robb'd of hs Bock, | 
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vant of ſuch Dealer, upon Conviction, of his having 
deſtroy'd, and wilfully made away with his own Book, 
ſhall be deem'd guilty of Felony, without Benefit of 
Clergy. 

And no Dealer in Wool not fully manufactur'd 
ſhall alter his own Book; or procure, or allow it, to 
be alter d by any other; or ſhall enter any falſe Ac- 
count, in any Weaver's, Carder's, Comber's, or 
Spinner's Book ; or ſhall make any Alteration there- 
in, except only to correct Miſtakes ; (and that ſhall 
be done, not by altering any thing in the firſt Ac- 
count, but only by a Memorandum to give Notice 
of ſuch Miſtake) under the Penalty of twenty Shil- 
lings for every Fleece, or five Shillings tor every 
Pound Weight, alter'd with any fraudulent Inten- 
tion. And the Penalty ſhall be the fame, with re- 
gard to the Conſtable, and, his Book. 

That all proper Allowances ſhall be made for Waſte ; 
and, in Caſes of Information upon Oath, before any 
of his Majeſty*s Juſtices of the Peace; (of which 
{ſpeedy Notice ſhall be given, by ſuch Juſtices, to the 
Clerk of the Peace, in caſe the Affair is referr'd to 
the Seſſions;) or, in caſe of Certificate from the Re- 
giſter, of Suſpicion of Fraud being committed by any 
Perſon ; that then, two or more Perſons, of good 
Character, concern'd in that particular Branch of the 
Woollen Trade, in which the Fraud is ſuſpected to 
have been committed, ſhall be ſummon'd, by the 
Clerk of the Peace, to appear at the Seſſions; and, 
ſhall either be impannel'd upon the Jury, or be exa- 
min'd upon Oath, by the juſtices and Jury, before 
whom the Action ot Information is try c. 

This Article ſhall extend to all Clothiers, Hoſiers, 
Wool-Staplers, Wool-Combers, Woollen- Weavers, 
who trade or weave upon their own Botrom, or em- 
ploy others to weave for them; and to all others who 
buy Wool not fully manufactur'd, in order to fell ir 


out again, either manufactur'd, or unmanufactur'd. 


Provided, that Fellmongers, in the Articles of 
Skins; and of Pelts or Morts, and Pelt or Mort 


C 3 Wool ; 


Wool; ſhall not be oblig*d to take Certificates from 
the Perſons of whom they ſhall buy them; bur ſhall 
only diſtinguiſh the Skins, from the Pelts or Morts, 
and ſet down what Number of each they buy ; when, 
and where ; and likewiſe the Sale of the Wool a- 
gain; when, and to whom, and ſhall, in the Sale 
thereof, conform, to what is expreſs'd in this Arti- 
cle. And over and above, they ſhall ſet dgwn the 
Number of Skins or Morts they ſell, and to whom, 
without their own paying the Duty to his Majeſty | 

for them. | ren; 
14. Every Weaver ſhall provide a Paper-Book, in 
which he ſhall firſt enter his own Name, and Place of 
Abode, and what Conſtablery it is in; and then he 
ſhall enter in the ſaid Book the Weight, of all Woollen 
Yarn, which he ſhall receive from the Clothier, or 
from any other Perſon, to be work'd up; together 
with the Time, when it is delivered to him; by 
whom; and for whoſe Uſe; with the Name of the 
Conſtablery, in which the Perſon lives. And, when + 
it is work ' d up; then, in the oppoſite Page, he ſhall 
enter what ſort of Woollen 5 was work'd into; 
and ſhall fer down the groſs Weight of the Goods into 
which the Parcel of Wool, deliver'd to him, was work*d d; 
and the Lime, when ſuch Goods were deliver'd. Bur, 
if the Weaver cannot write himſelf ; then, the Per- 
ſon delivering it in Yarn to the Weaver; and alſo the 
Perſon to whom the Weaver ſhall deliver it back a- 
gain work'd up; ſhall enter it in the Weaver's Book, 
in ſuch manner as is here directed, and ſubſcribe his 
own Name ; and ſhall aftewards read it over to the 
Weaver. And, in ſuch Caſe, where the Weaver 
cannot write ; the Book ſhall be produc'd, before the 
Petty-Conſtable where he lives, once in every three 
Months, by the Weaver himſelf ; and the Petty- 
Conſtable thall have Power to examine it, and the 
Weaver who deliver'd it; fo far, 'till he is ſatisfied, 
there is no Fraud. And, if he has juſt Suſpicion of 
Any Fraud, he ſhall, within fix Days, certify the 
fame to one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Fowes For 
| chat 
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that County, or Diviſion ; who ſhall ſend pro 
Warrants, to ſummon ſuch Perſons to appear (betird 
him, and one other of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace for the ſame County) as he ſhall judge proper, 
for clearing up the Affair; which two Juſtices ſhall 
proceed, and certily their Proceedings thereupon, as 
in Article the 24th. And, within fourteen: Days be» 
fore Eaſter Seſſions, the Weaver's Book for that 
Year, dated, and ſign'd by himſelf, ſhall be deliver d 
by him, to the Petty-Conſtable of the 'Townſtn 
where the Weaver lives, to be by hid unde 
as is before directed, to the High Conſtable. 

Likewiſe the Weight of all Wool deliver'd to the 
Carder, Comber, and Spinner; and the Weight of 
ſuch Wool when it is deliver'd back again, ſhall be 
accounted for in like manner, as the Weaver is ac- 
countable. [48:7 —2 8 
15. It is moſt humbly propos'd; that Inſtructions 

be given to his Majeſty's Officers of Exciſe ; that, 
whenever they ſhall weigh the Sheep Skins, or Lamb 
Skins at the Fellmongers, Skinners, or Glovers, in 
order for their paying Duty; they ſhall alſo, at the 
ſame time, enter dawn the Number of them; tage- 
ther with the Name of the County, and Conſtablery, 
wherein each Fellmonger, &c. lives; in one, or more 
ſtitch'd Books; according as they ſhall happen to be 
concern'd, in one, or more Counties, Ridings, or Divi- 
ſions. of Counties: which Book, or Books, in cafe 
ot Removal, they ſhall deliver to the Perſon, to 
whom they ſhall deliver their Books of Exciſe ; 
which Book, or Books they ſhull alſo produce, when» 
ever they are requir'd ſo to do, under the Hands 
and Seals of rwo of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace. And fourteen Days before the Eaſter Seſſions, 
they ſhall deliver the ſaid Book, or Books, ſign'd by 
themſelves, and ſeal'd up, with the Name of the 
County, Riding, or Diviſion of County, to which 
the ſaid Accounts belong; to ſome one Petty-Con- 
ſtable, or High-Conſtable of that County, Riding, 
| ar Diviſion; who ſhall take care, to deliver them ta 
C 3 the 
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the Clerk of the Peace, at the Eaſter Seſſions follow- 
ing. And the Officer of Exciſe ſhall immediately 
make Entry, in his Book for the next Year, to whom 


he deliver'd his laſt Year's Account. 


16. It is moſt humbly propos d; that, immediate-" 
ly after paſſing an Act againſt exporting Wool, &c. 


the High Court of Parliament may appoint one 


Head Regiſter, at the yearly Salary of 200 
Pounds; and one Deputy, at the yearly Salary 
of 100 Pounds; and the Head Reviſter ſhall 


- appoint two Clerks under him, who ſhall be paid, 


each of them, 50 Pounds a Tear; and more, or 
fewer; with greater, or leſs Salaries, as they ſhall 
judge proper ; * to receive all Accounts, which ſhall 
be tranſmitted to the Regiſter's Office from all 
Parts of Great- Britain. Which Office ſhall be kept 
at ſome Place in the Cities of either London or Weſt- 
minſter, or where ſhall be judg*d moſt proper. And 
publick Notice, of the Place where it is kept, ſhall 


be immediately given in the Gazette. And the Re- 


giſter, in tranſcribing for the Preſs, the Accounts 


ſent to him, shall take Care, that the particular Ac- 


counts for South-Britain be ſorted by themſelves; and 
alſo, that the particular Accounts for North-Britain 
be ſorted by themſelves, likewiſe, that the Councies 
in each be rang'd alphabetically; and that, under 
each County, the Townſhips or Conſtablerys, be rang- 
ed alphabetically. And, under each Townſhip or Con- 
ſtablery, the Accounts from the Petty-Conſtable of that 


Conſtablery ſhall be ſet down firſt; and, next to them, 


the Woolwinder's Accounts; and then the Accounts 
tranſmitted, in the ſeveral Books, from every Clothier, 
Hoſier, Woolſtapler, Fellmonger, Comber, Weaver, 


2 


| Spinner, 

It may not be amiſs that in the Regiſter's Office, and independent 
of the Regiſter, Perſons may be appointed in the Nature of Search- 
ers ar Scrutineers, with two Clerks to each, to peruſe and compare 


each Man's Accounts, with the Accounts of thoſe with whom he 


has had Dealings, and to make Report of all Defaults to the Right 
Honourable the Two Houſes of Parliament: And the Charge of 


this will eaſily be defray'd, by the Ballance which remain in the 
Regiſier's Hands. | 


Conſtablery, each Perſon's Accounts ſeverally: At- 


terwards, the Account, tranſmitted from his Majeſty's 


Officers of the Excite, ſhall be ſet down under that 
Conſtablery, in which the Fellmonger lives: And laſtly, 


whatever Certificates, &c. are ſent from his Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace, or from the Clerk of the Peace, 


ſhall be enter'd all together, as the laſt Article, for 


that whole County, Riding, or Diviſion, from which | 


85 
they are ſent. 


The Regiſter, his Deputy, and Clerks, with all 
convenient Speed, after the Receipt of ſuch Ag- 
counts, ſhall take the Copy of them, in ſuch manner 
as is above directed; which Copy, the Regiſter and 
his Deputy ſhall caretully examin, and compare 
with the Originals: And then, the Regiſter ſhall 
take care, that the Copy be printed, as toon as may 
be; and the Regiſter or his Deputy ſhall caretully 
examin, and compare, the printed Books with their 
own Copy; and, it there be any Miſtakes, they 
ſhall correct them with the Pen; and ſhall certify, at 
the End of every printed Book, that ſuch printed 
Book agrees with the Originals: and fhall, imme- 
diately after, preſent unto the Right Honourable the 
Lords Commiſſioners of 'I rade, &c. for the Uſe of 
the Board, three printed Copies : and ſhall alſo im- 
mediately {end down, two printed Copies thereof, to 
every Clerk of the Peace, in Greart-Pritain. One 
Copy whereof the Clerk of the Peace ſhall carefully 
keep, and preſerve, that no Alterations may be made 
therein ; and free Acceſs, without Fee or Reward, 
ſhall be had to the other; by any Freehoider of ten 
Pounds a Year, or any Perſon farming fifty Pounds 
a Year, within that County, Riding, or Diviſion, 
And the Regiſter, along with ſuch printed Copies, 
ſhall return to the ſeveral Clerks of the Peace, the 
Originals, which he had received from them ; in 
ſuch manner, as they were by him receiv'd ; to be, 


by the faid Clerk of the Peace, carefully kept, aud 
preſerv'd. 


4 And 


Spinner, Carder, and other Trader in Wool in that 4 
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And the Regiſter, in the ſecond Week of. the 
Seffions of Parliament, next enſuing the Receipt of 
the Accounts, tranſmitted to him from the ſeveral 
Clerks of the Peace ; ſhall humbly preſent, unto the 
Right Honourable the Houſe of Lords, fix printed 
Copies, and the fame Number to the Right Honour- 
able the Houſe of Commons. | 

And the Regiſter, or his Deputy, whenever it is 
required, ſhall attend either of the Right Honour able 
the Houſes of Parliament ; or the Right Honourable 
Board of Lord Commiſſioners of Trade; to give them 
Satisfaction, in any Particulars which they ſhall re- 
quire, to be examin'd, and enquir'd into. 

And, if the Regiſter, his Deputy, or Clerks, ſhall 

detect any Fraud in the Accounts; they ſhall certi- 
ty the ſame to the Right Honourable the Houſe of 

mmons ; and alſo, immediately after their Detec- 
tion of it, to the Clerk of the Peace of the County, 
&c. where ſuch Frauds are ſuppos'd to have been 
committed; and, in caſe of Conviction of the Offen- 
der, they ſhall be entitled to the ſame Share in the 
Penalties, as all other Informers and Proſecutors are, 
by the Act, intitled to. 

The Places of Regiſter, and Deputy Regiſter ſhall 
be annual ; except it ſhall pleaſe the Right Honoura- 
ble the Houſe of Commons to continue them longer 
in Office. But, if they ſhall have been guilty of 
Fraud, or wilful Neglect; they ſhall be utterly diſ- 
qualified, to hold thar, or any other Office, or Place 
of Truſt, for the future; over and above ſuch Penal- 
tics, as ſhall be inflicted upon them by Parliament. 

17. That any Perſons buying Wool, not exceeding 
| Pounds Weight, to ſpin up for their own 

Uſe only; ſhall need only, to certify in Writing, 


we. fien'd by themſelves, once in the Year, fourteen Days 
before Eaſter, to the Petty-Conſtable of the Town 


ſhip where they live, the Quantity of Wool by them 

bought; when; and of whom ; particularly; and 

alſo, by whom it was wove or work d up [No. Fee, 
| : 4 


And the Seller of the Wool needs only to certify, 
once in the Year in like Manner [ No. 12..] 
And, as to ſuch. People, as uſe their own, or buy 
ſmall Parcels of Wool, to card, and comb at Home, 
either to knit up into Stockings; or to be wove into 
coarſe. Woollen or mix d Goods for Sale; they need 
only to certify once in the Year in like Manner: 
Which Certificate ſhall be delivered every Year, in 
the Week. before Eaſter, to the Conftable of the 
Townfhip where they hve. ok 

18. That no Wool, which is not fully manufactur'd, 
ſhall be carried by any Wook-buyer, or by any em- 
ploy'd by him; except ſach ſmall Parcels as are car- 
ried to poor Carders, Spinners, Combers, Weavers, 
&c. but only in Packs, double Packs, or Pockets, 
mark*d as at preſent is requir'd by Law; only the 
Proprietor's Name to be at full Length. And the 
Weight of each Pack, double Pack, or Pocket, ſhall 
always, every where be the ſame. {If there be any 
Overplus, when it is firſt bought of the Grower, 
ſuch Orecplas ſhall be pack'd by itſelf, and carried 
along with the other] which Weight it is moſt hum- 
bly ſubmitted to the Right Honourable the Two 
Houſes of Parliament to ſettle; and alſo to ſettle, 
what Weight the Tod and Stone of Wool ſhall be 
every where throughout the Kingdom. 

And whenever any Wool belonging either to 
Grower or Buyer ſhall be detected, in Casks, Barrels, 
Firkins, Boxes, Bags, or Bales ; or pack'd up along 
with other Goods; or pack'd up under the Ptetence, 
or Appearance of Woollen Goods fully manufa&urd; 
or of any other Goods whatever; that in all ſuch 
Caſes, the Wool itſelf ſhall be torfeited : And more- 
over, the Perſon or Perſons concern'd in ſuch clan- 
deſtine packing it, ſhall be deem'd guilty of a De- 
ſign, wilfully to ſecrete, conceal, carry, and alienate 
it; and ſhall, ſeverally, be ſubject to the Penalty of 
twenty Shillings for the Fleece of every Sheep; and 
ten Shillings for the Fleece of every Lamb, or Pound 
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Weight of Wool, which ſhall be detected clandeſtine, 
ly pack'd up. | 
ff m7 all Perſons, carrying Wool, which is not fall 
manufactur'd, and is pack'd up in ſuch clandeſtine 
Manner as is before ſpecified ; if it shall clearly a 
pear, that they are privy to its being Wool not fully 
manufactur'd, ſhall likewiſe be ſubje& to the ſame 
Penalties ; over and above the Forfeiture of the Horſes, 
Cattle, and Carriages, if it is upon the Land; and 
of the Boats, Veſſels, and Ships, it it is upon the 
Water; which are or ſhall have been employ'd, in 
carrying it ſince the Commencement of the Act. 
Provided notwithitanding, that if the Carriers of 
Wool ſo pack'd up, either by Land or by Water, 
ſhall give ſuch timely Information thereof, thar the 
Wool itſelf is feiz*d ; or ſhall be the firſt Informers 
thereof ; then, they ſhall not only be exempt them- 
ſelves from all Penalties ; but farther, ſhall be en- 
titled to the ſame Reward, as all other Informers and 
Proſecutors are intitled to. 
19. That no Wool, which is not fully manufactur'd, 
hall, under the ſame Penalties as in Article the 18th, 
be carried at all by Water ; but only in Boats or 
Barges ; or above Deck, in Hoys and Lighters; and 
only on Board the Boats, Barges, &c. of ſuch Ma- 
ters, as have uſed to trade upon that River where it 
is put on Board. And a Certificate dated | No. 13. 
ſhall be firſt given to the Conſtable of the Townſhip, 
where it is put on Board, by the Proprietor of fuch 
Wool, or his Agent ; ſpecifying the Number of 
Packs, and the Weight of the Wool, put on Board ; 
and the Place where it is put on Board; and alſo the 
Conſtablery, and County, wherein himſelf, if it be 
the Maſter ; and, if it be an Agent, or Servant, 
then, that, wherein himſelf, and alſo that, wherein 
his Maſter lives : And alſo the Name of the Perſon, 
to whom it is to be deliver'd; and alſo the Name of 
the Conſtablery, and County wherein he lives ; and 
alſo the Name of the Maſter, or Owner, of the 
Boats, Barges, &c. which it is to be put on Board 
of. And, when it is deliver'd at the Place, it is con- 
| ſign'd 


ſign'd to; the Maſter, or Servant to the Maſter, of 
ſuch Boats, Barges, &c. ſhall take a Certificate 
[ No. 14.] with Date, of the Delivery thereof at ſuch 


a Place, &c. from the Perſon to whom he deliver'd 
it: And, if it be a Servant, or Agent, who gives 
the Certificate; he ſhall expreſs, whoſe Servant or 
Agent he is; which Certificate the Boatman, Barge- 
man, &c. ſhall deliver, or take eſpecial Care, that it 
be deliver'd, within fourteen Days after the Date 
thereof, to the Conſtable of the Place where it was 
firſt put on Board; who ſhall enter both Certificates, 
as uſual. And in caſe ſuch Certificate is not, within 
ſuch time, deliver'd to the ſaid Conſtable; then, 
within ſix Days after, he ſhall give Notice thereof to 
one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, for that 
County, &c who ſhall proceed therein as in other 
Caſes of Information, N 

20. That no Wool not fully manufactur'd, (except 
only ſuch, as ſhall be imported from Ireland to Eng- 
land, in ſuch Manner as the Parliament ſhall pleaſe 
to ſettle,) ſhall, at any time, under the Penalty of 
twenty Shillings for every Pound Weight, be carried 
upon the open Sea ; or upon any navigable River, 
nearer than within Miles diſtance from the 
open Sea; nor nearer, than where they may be ſafe, 
from being driven out into the open Sea; nor ſhall | 
be put on Board of any Veſlel, in any Harbour or 
Creek, under the ſame Penalty. ; 

And every Owner, or Maſter of any Veſſel, who | 
ſhall be proved to have knowingly carried, or export- 
ed; or to have been knowingly concern'd, in carry- 
ing, and exporting Wool, not fully manufaEtur*d, to 
foreign Parts; or to have deliver'd it from his own, | 
on Board any other Veſlel ; either upon the open | 
Sea, or in any Creek or Harbour; or in any naviga= | 
ble River, nearer than within Miles diſtance þ 
from the open Sea; ſuch Owner, and Maſter, ſhall | 
be diſqualified from trading by Sea for the future; 
and ſhall, ſeverally, incur the Penalty of five Pounds 
for every Pound Weight, which they ſhall be detected, 
to have had unlawfully on Board. And every one of 
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the Ship's Crew, who ſhall be proved to have been 
privy thereunto; ſhall incur a Penalty of five Pounds 
each, and ſhall alſo ſuffer fix Months Impriſonment. 


Ve if the Maſter, or Ship's Crew, ſhall carry the 


Veſſel into any Engliſh Port; ſo that the Wool be 
elz'd;; or ſhall, within three after, give Information 
thereof, as carly as they have Opportunity fo to do, 
before any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace; 
then ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, fo informing, ſhall not 
only be exempt from all Penalties by them incurr'd, 
bur ſhall likewiſe be intitled to two Thirds of the 
. incurr'd by the Delinquents. 

And the Freighter of ſuch Veſſel, or Inſurer there- 
of, if it ſhall appear, that he was privy to ſach 
Wool being put on Board; and the Owner of ſuch 
Wool, by whoſe Order, or for whoſe Uſe, it was put 
on Board; ſhall, ſeverally, incur the ſame Penalty 
with the Maſter, or Owner of the Veſſel. 

21. That every Trader in Wool, not fully manu- 
factur'd ; who lives himſelf, or has any Ware- 
houſes, or Rooms, for lodging Wool, within leſs than 

Miles diſtance from the Sea; ſhall enter ſuch 
Ware-houſes, and Rooms, in the Petty-Conſtable's 
Book of that Conſtablery wherein ſuch Ware-houſes, 
WH &c. are; and fign it himſelf ; and, ſhall alſo deliver 
Jin, to the faid Conſtable, another Entry to the ſame 
#3 Purport (to be by the Conſtable tranſmitted to the 
WE Clerk of the Peace.) And, if it ſhall be detected, 
chat he has conceal'd Wool, not fully manufactur'd; 
or has lodg'd it, in any other Place, than in the 
#3 Rooms and Warehouſes fo enter'd ; or in any ſecret 
= & Holes, or Places, within, or belonging to ſuch Rooms, 
and Ware-houſes; he ſhall incur the Penalty, of ten 
* Shillings for every Pound of Wool, which he ſhall be 
convicted, of having, at any time, fo ſecreted, and 
= conceaPFd. 
23. In caſe the Petty-Conſtable ſhall himſelf know, 
or ſhall be inform'd, of any Neglect, or Default, in 
any Perſon, in not complying with the Directions of 
de Ad; or of Refuſal, to comply therewith; ſuch 
1 Petty- 


* 


Petty-Conſtable, under the Penalty of . hall 
give Information thereof, either to one of his Mee 
ſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the County, &c. or to 
the Clerk of the Peace of the County, Riding, or 
Diviſion, within fourteen Days after the Offence, 
that they may be proceeded againſt accordingly. . , 
And, in caſe any Petty-Conſtable ſhall neglect to 
ſend in his Accounts, as is herein directed, to the 
High-Conftable ; then the High-Conſtable ſhall cer- 
tify the fame in Writing, to the Clerk of the Peace, 
at the next Quarter Seſſions. And, in caſe the High- 
Conſtable ſhall neglect, to deliver in the Accounts ; 
the Clerk of the Peace ſhall certify the ſame to the 
Juſtices in Seſſions; and the Juſtices ſhall fine them 
according to the Offence : And, in caſe the Clerk of 
the Peace ſhall negle& tranſmitting the Accounts, 
Abſtracts, Certificates, and all ſuch Things, to the 
Regiſter, as he is by the Act oblig d to do; and the 
Names of all Defaulters, as certify'd to him; then 
the Regiſter ſhall certify the ſame to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Houſe of Commons, in the ſecond 
Week of the Seffions of Parliament next enſuing. 
23. That, whenever a Perſon's own Hand or Mark 
appears againſt him, it ſhall be admitted as ſufficient 
Evidence ; except it ſhall fully and clearly appear, 
that there was a Miſtake ; and not any juſt Reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that there was any wilful Neglect, or any 
_ concerted or deſign'd Fraud. 3 
And if any Information, or Proſecution ſhall hap- 
pen, at ſuch time, as the Originals cannot be ſearch. - 
ed by the Clerk of the Peace; then, the Juſtices. 
may require all Perſons, whoſe Books may be judg d 
ſerviceable, to give any Light into the Affair; to 
produce their feveral Books, and they thall thereby 
determin, according to the belt of their ganas 
24. And. whenever any Information ſhall be made 
to any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, of any 
Offence committed againſt the Act; and the Juſtices 
thall determin the Merits of ſuch Information, with- 
out its being brought before the Quarter Seſſions; 
in 


(3s) 3 
zn ſuch Caſe, the Subſtance of the Information, and 
of the Matter given in Evidence to ſupport it, ſign'd 
by the Informer, -and Proſecutor ; together with the 
Determination of the Jnſlices, upon the ſame Paper, 
fign'd by ſuch Juſtices, shall be tranſmitted to the 
Clerk of the Peace, at the Quarter Seſſions next en- 
ſwing. - And the Juſtices Clerks, for drawing and 
tranſmitting ſuch Certificates, shall be entitled to 

12 and no more, to be paid ar the Signing 
thereof; and by the Perſon, directed to pay it by 
the 27th Article. | 

And the ſame shall be done (in Caſes of all Infor- 
mations and Proſecutions upon the Act at the Seſſions) 
by the Clerks of the Peace; who shall receive 
and no more, for the ſame : But, inſtead of the ſu- 


ſtices ſigning it, it shall be ſufficient, that he, or 
his Deputy, fign it. 

And all ſuch Certificates the Clerk of the Peace 
Shall tranſmit to the Regiſter, as is directed in Arti- 
cle the gth. 

25. That the neat Profits of all Fines, Penalties, 
Forfeitures, or Seizures ; Shall be divided ; one Third, 
to his Majeſty ; and the other two Thirds to the In- 
former, or Proſecutor ; and that all Juſtices of the 
Peace, in their ſeveral Counties, Ridings, and Di- 
viſions, shall grant all proper Warrants; and do all 
ſuch Things, as fhall be moſt conducive, to the 
ſpeedy, eaſy, and leaſt expenſive, Recovery thereof. 

And hls Majeſty's Share of all ſuch Fines, &c. ſhall 
be paid to the Clerk of the Peace, where it is reco- 
vered ; and shall, by him, be tranſmitted, yearly, 
to the Regiſter in London; who shall alſo, yearly, 
account for the ſame to the Exchequer. 

26. That, for defraying the Expence; and, as a 
Compenſation to each Perſon concern'd in keeping 
Accounts, according to the Directions of the Act; 
every Petty-Conſtable ſhall be paid by the Grower, 
a Penny the Score, for all Shcep, or Lambs, depa- 
ſturing within his Conftablery, according to Article 
the 5th ; and alſo, to a Penny the Fack, to be paid 


by 
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by the Buyer to the Seller, for all Wool clip'd in his 
Conſtablery; which the Grower, ſhall, upon Sale 
thereof, pay to the faid Conſtable; and ſhall alſo, 
every Year, be paid, by each Trader in Wool within 
his Conſtablery, for regiſtering their Names, the ſe- 
veral Sums, according to what ſhall be ſettled in Ar- 
ticle the 5th, 

That the High-Conſtable ſhall be paid, by the 
Clerk of the Peace, Four-pence, ſeverally, for the 
ſeveral Accounts of cach Petty-Conſtable, within his 
Conſtablery. | 

That every Buyer of Wool, ſhall, every Year, 
pay to the Clerk of the Peace, of the County, &c. 
where he lives, Two-pence a Pack, for all Wool 
bought by him that Year, of the Grower.“ 

And, the Sums receiv'd of each Buyer, the Clerk of 
the Peace ſhall ſet down, ſeverally; and alſo the Sum 
Total, of what he has upon that Account received ; 
and then, he ſhall make a Deduction of two Shillings 
in the Pound; which he ſhall reſerve for his own 
Uſe ; afterwards, he ſhall charge what he has paid to 
the High-Conſtables; and the Charges of the Proſe- 
cutions upon difficult Points ; according as ſuch 
Charges ſhall be ſettled by the Juſtices, as in Arti- 
cle tae 27th, which Charges he ſhall likewiſe re- 
ſerve to himſelf; and then ballancing the Accounts, 
and ſubſcribing his own Name, and the County, &c. 
(for which he is concern'd) he ſhall tranimit the Ac- 
counts, as is diretted Article the gth, and return the 
Ballance to the Regiſter ; who shall faithfully copy, 
and print the ſaid Accounts, at the End of the Book 
of Accounts for the Year. And the Ballance ſhall 
remain in the Regiſter's Hands, and shall be appro- 
priated to the Benefit of the Woollen Trade, in 
 tuch Manner, as the Parliament shall judge moſt 

propec. 


27. Laſtly, 


* N. That the whole Charge extraordinary, excluſive of the 
Four-pence per Score already paid to the Wool winders, will not 


amount to quite One Penny the Stone of Wool ot fifteen Pounds 
Weight. 5 


_ "32 ) ä 
27. Laſtly ; That as no artſul Evaſions or Elu- 
ſions of the Act od I » eds Per- 
ſon, offending again plain and obvious Mean- 
ing and Gn of it : So alſo, —_—y _— con- 
tain d. be interpreted rigorouſly, to the Preju- 
dice of the fair Trader: Bur tht: whenever any 
| Perſon inform'd againſt, is of a fair Character; and 
not ſuſpected * we been before rr ex- 
ing; or in furthering, or promoting, the * 
| . or in Ce Wk, m order — ; 
or any way, aiding, or aſſiſting, therein; and it does 
not fully appear, that he is, nor any juft and ſuffici- 
cient Cauſe given, to ſuſpect that he is, guilty of 
the ſubject Matter of the Information ; or of any 
fraudulent Deſign, within the plain Intent and Mean- 
ing of the Act; that then, every Thing contain'd in 
the Act, ſhall be candidly, and favourably, interpre- 
ted; and all proper Allowances made for Waſte, and 
no Adva taken, of any Default ; which may 
reaſonably ſuppos d, to have happen'd, thro' 
caſual Slips, and involuntary Miſtakes. | 
Aud, to prevent all extraordinary Charges, and all 
Intanglement, and Perplexity ; all Informations, 
Actions, and Proſecutions; upon the Act, ſhall be 
only before his Majeſty's Juſtices: of the peace, in 


Weir ſeveral. Counties, &c. reſpectively; and their 


Determination ſhall be final; except, where the 
Right Honourable the Houſe of Commons, ſhall, up- 
on. Peruſal of the Certificates of the ſeveral In- 


WE formations, &. judge proper, to revoke, ot alter 


the ſame. And no Pleadings ſhall be allow'd, before 
the Juſtices ; but only, the Parties concern'd, and 


UE the Witneſſes, ſhall be publickly examin'd ; (if it is 
gat the Seffions, then in open Court,) as to the Fact. 


And, and to prevent all vexatious and litigious Pro- 
ſecutions; and, at the ſame time, not to deter any 


MN 4 from proſecuting, where there ſeems to be juſt Oc- 
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caſion given for Suſpicion; the Juſtices, in caſe, it 
r a difficult Point, shall certify i: to the 
onourable the Houſe of Commons, as ſuch, 
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and they ſhall,*for the preſent, diſmiſs both Plaintiff 
and Defendant; without any farther Trouble, Coſt, 
or Charge ; till the Pleaſure of Parliament ſhall be 
known therein ; and, in the mean time, the Charges 
ſhall be defray'd by the Clerk of the Peace, out of 
the Money paid into his Hands, for the Uſe of the 
Regiſtry ; which Charge, the Juſtices in Seſſions ſhall 
ſettſe, and certify. 

Bur, in caſe the Proſecution ſhall appear plainly 
vexatious, and litigious, then the Juſtices ſhall adjudge 
the Plaintiff to pay the whole Coſt ; and ſuch 2 
nable Damages, as they ſhall judge the Deſendant 
truly, and reaſonably, without any Aggravation, ta 
have thereby ſuſtain'd. 
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Wiſdom of Parliament. 
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I. It is moſt humbly propos d, 


HAT Jreland be put under the 
ſame Regulations with 8 
Britain ; ſubj ect, notwithſtanding , 
ſuch Reſtrictions, as ſhall be Woke 
proper by Parliament. 

2. That there be no Duty upon Wool 
imported unmanufactur d from [reland 
to England. But, that the J. ſh be ra- 
ther encourag'd to lend over hither their 
raw Wool and Woollen Yarn : Pro- 
vided, that it be only ſent in Ships com- 
miſhon'd and regiſter'd for that Purpoſe, 
and due Care be taken for convoying 
them; and, that they be conſin d to take 
it 


(35 ) 


it on Board at ſuch Ports only in Trclnd 
as ſhall be nominated ; and likewiſe, to 
deliver it in Eyglamd, only at ſuch par- 
ticular Ports as ſhall be nominated And, 
that proper Certificates be taken, and 
given, where it is put on Board; and 
the ſame allo, where it is deliver d.“ 
3. That proper Encouragement be gi- 
ven to the Growth both of Corn and 
Flax in Ireland, which wou'd invite the 
Inhabitants, gradually, ro turn their 
Sheep Walks into Tillage ; and would 
be a certain Means of benefiting them, 
without interfering with the Trade of, 
or giving any juſt Umbrage to England. 

4. That proper Encouragement be gi- 
ven for the making Tapiſtry, and fully 
manufacturing our own fine Wooſteds, 
&c. 

5. That Encouragement be given for 
raiſing Hemp and Flax in out own Plan- 
tations, and bringing it home unmanu- 
factur'd; by which we ſhall be enabled 
to ſupply the Northern Parts of England, 
Sotland, and Ireland, with Materials for 
D2 carrying 

* Note, Article the 19th may afford ſomg Light 
toward adjuſting this, | 
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carrying on the Linnen Manufacture 
And if they are properly encourag d, they 
will gain as much Advantage by them, as 
the Southern Parts of England will gain by 
the Woollen Manufacture; and will be 
enabled to purchaſe all their Woollens 
here, without manufacturing any them- 
telves; by which Means, Votland and 
reland will be much enrich'd, and yet 
their Dependance upon Euglaud will be 
rathet encreas'd than leſſen'd; and which 
will alſo be a ſtill greater general Advan- 
tage, a ſtricter Alliance between the In- 
habitants of the ſeveral Parts of his Ma- 
jelty s Briti/h ani 1-1/4 Dominions will 
be thereby created. 
6. That Rem from our own Plantati- 
ons be imported either free, or ſubject 
only to a low Dy ; by which we ſhall 
incourage the Conſumption of a Liquor, 
Three Fourths at leaſt, of the Profits of 
which centers here at Home in the End; 
and ſhall alſo diſcourage, and in a good 
Meaſure prevent the running any large 
Quantities of foreign Brandy upon us; 
ia Exchange for which we have parted 
with 
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(37) 
with great Quantities of our Wool un- 
manufactur d. 

7. Itis moſt humbly ſubmitted to the 
Wiſdom of Parliament ; whether, if our 
worſt Sorts of Tea paid a Duty ad valo- 
rem, That wou d not likewiſe prevent 
our Wool being parted with, in Exchange 
for Tea ſmuggled in upon us from A- 
broad. 

8. That the Exporting our Woollen 
Manufactures undy d, be ſubjected to 
proper Reſtrictions. 

9. It is moſt humbly ſubmitted, that 
the Committee of Trade of the Right 
Honourable the Houſe of Commons may 
yearly examine all Accounts laid before 
the Houſe, by the Regiſter for Wool 
and the Woollen Manufacture, and make 
their Report to the Houle accordingly. 


Specimen 
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Specimen of Certificates. © 


CCC — — 1 — — . 
No. 1. Conſtables Notice t Graſier, &c. 


Art. , R 
Day of 1743 


\ b OV are hereby required, within Six 


Days after this Notice, to give in 
to me a particular Account in Writing, 
of the Number of Sheep and of Lambs; 
and alſo the Weight of the Wool which 
you have not fully manufactur d, with- 
in this Conſtablery; diſtinguiſhing, what 
Weight you have in the Fleeee, what in 
Wool comb'd, what in the Yarn, or any 
wiſe not fully manufactur'd. 
James Knight, 
Conſtable of Hallifax, Yorkſhire, 
No. 2. Certificate from Farmer or Graſier. 
/ V 5 
Donnington, Lincolnſhire, 


* — 


Day of 1743 
John Thomas Graſier, Sheep 
Proprietor of Lambs 
Fleeces 
Weight lb. 


John Thomas, 


8 — 8 1 
— * 


* 


Art. 4 facturer 


Michael Watſon 


No. 3 Certificate from Trader or Manu= 


—- — — 


No. 4. Certaficate of Sheep or Lambs 
Art. 5. bought or old, 


— _— ——_— 


— — 


222 —— — 


Ar Grantham, Lincolnſhire, the 


Day of 


Sheep 
Sold Lambs 


To John Johnſon 
of Oundle, North- 
ampſhire, 


by John Thompſon 


n 


| 


- 


| 


1743 


Sheep 

Bought L 

Of Jonas Knight 

of Ancaſter, Lin- 
colnſhire, 

by John Thompſon 

No. 5. Monthly 


Kettering, Northamptonſhire Day of 
1743 
Pounds 
| Michael eee mars Fleece o 
Proprietor of Sorted 
| Comb d 
in Tarn 
&c. &c. &. 


* 


———— — 


No. 5. Monthly Certificate of Sheep, Sc. 
Art. 5. Kill d, ſtolen, c. 


— 


ꝶ—— — 


* . 
— 1 * 


From the Day of to the 
Day of 1743. 
Killed for2.Shep For home Sheep 
Sale, SLambs | Ute, 2 
8 Mee Stolen or Mee 
Died, 2. ſtrayed, Laab 
Removed * Sold to John 
co Lambs | Johnſon of (Skins 
Hinckley, (Morts 
Leiceſteſhire 
James Robinſon 


— 
_—_—  — — 


. 


w_ Certificate of fat Sheep or Lambs, 
i Sor: before the firſt of May, and after 
the firſt of Auguſt. 


Shorn the Pay of 
1743 


8 Fat Sheep 
John Johnſon. Fut Lambs 


Notice 


— 141 


"—Norece of Shears 28 to be ore ven 7 to , the 
Conſtable 


l ſhall within Days ſheat 

Art. 6. Sheep 
Lambs 

Day of June, 1743, Robert Thomas? 


Notice of Removal of W vol to be given to. 


the Conſtable 
No. 8. Removed the Day of 
Art. 9. 1743 


From Citenceſter, Glouceſterſhire, 
to Stroud, Glouceſterſhire. 


Fleeces 
Robert Thomas. Croſs eight _ 


Cert! Hate from . er to B fer 


W 


No. = Sold the Day of 
Art. 9. | 1743 
To Robert Jackſon of Taunton, Deyons 
ſhire 
Sheeps Fleeces 
Lambs Fleces 


Groſs Weigli Stones Pounds 
Remaims unlold Fleeces 

Croſs Weight 

Luke Mathews ol Devizes, Wiltſhire; 

C Certificate 


Certificate from Buyer to Seller. 


— — 


No. 10 Bought the Day of 
Art. 9 1743. 
Of Loks Matthews of Devizes, Wiltſhire. 
Growth of 1741, Fleeces 
of 1742, Flecces 
Groſs Meight Stones Pounds. 
Robert Jac ſon of Taunton, Devonſhire. 


Cert: tificate of Wool ta be pur 61 Board 
Boats, Barges, Sc. to be given to the Conte 
ſtable, core it is to be 2 on board. ; 


— —y— — 


— . — —ͤũ—U— — — —— H———ů— f—h— 


iz. i three Boats, John Watſon, 
Art 19. for Wakefield, Vorkſhire, 
of H/70l, Packs 2.4 
Height, Stoies : 54 


Delivered the Day of 1743, 


at Gainsborough, Lincolabire 


For Ralph Symonds of Wakefield, 


Vorkſhire. 


Joſeph Hill of T orkſey, Lincolnſhire, 
For John Brown of Oakham, Rutland. 


— — —— — —— —— — — —— —  —_—T_— 


9 Note, This ſhou'd be Number 10, and the next 
Number 11, and to in the Scheme, Page 26, and 


27- 


— A 


Certt ficate of W-oot received from on 
Roard Boats, Sc. to be taken at the De- 
livery thereof, and afterwards to be deli- 
wvered to the Conſtable where it vas taken 


02 Roard 

No- 14. From on Board three Boats, 
Art. 19. John Watſon: 

Received the Day of 1743 


of Vol, Packs, 2.4 
Meiglt, Stones, 384 


John Joyce, for Ralph Symonds, of 
Waketield, Yorkſhire: 


—— — . — —— — — — — — — 


rLOSISCUNRLP TT, 
T is moſt humbly propos'd, that far- 
ther Encouragement be given to 
Scotland and Ireland, for making Cam- 
bricks and Lace, by which we ſhou'd 
make a Saving to the Nation yearly of 
of ſeveral Hundred Thouſand Pounds; 
and by this, and the other Inſtances of 
Favour towards them, we ſhould efface 
l all the Prejudices which they may have 
conceiv'd againſt us, and ſhou'd be 

ſtrictly united by our common Intereſt: 


E 


4 7 > EZ — «+ T2 7 
ST wr - — 2 - = 


2278 


Fr nfs 4 


— 
. + 
U 


; 
N 1 
4 
þ 
nA 
* 
1 
4 
by." 
8 | 
| np 
4 
be 
* 
4 
. 
4 
* 


* 
— WW 


— — 
„„ 
- — _ Ed 
— - -y — — 
2 - - ho . TI 


- — 


= _ \ RF . — 
2 1 - _— _ * —_ ”—— . - a Fe [jc - - - 
— — n * ha © 


: 232 of 
wx 2 VII = : 6 L * 4 : 
+2 EA”, — | wa | p 2 - 4 
_— EE = nate Hog > 
EE I DIE ER WR — 


— 


2 
* 
* 
— 
— — 


